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Reconnect with 
Rita's
Virtute is your biannual alumnae 
magazine. If you have an idea for an 
article, past student profile or photo you 
think should be considered please 
email your suggestion to 
alumnae@stritas.qld.edu.au.
Ensure you stay up to date with Alumnae 
news and events by contacting us with 
your updated details.

Update your details online at 
www.stritas.qld.edu.au or email 
alumnae@stritas.qld.edu.au or 
phone (07) 3862 1615.

As I write this edition of the 
Virtute, I am hoping that you 

are all keeping well and your families 
have so far only been minimally 
affected by the pandemic that has 
been with us now for nearly two 
years.  These are extraordinary 
days indeed and as 2021 draws to 
a close we can look back on what 
has been another unusual school 
year with a good deal of satisfaction 
knowing that our staff and students 
have responded marvelously in 
that typical St Rita’s way – through 
“Action Not Words”.  The students, 
with the support and enthusiasm 
of their teachers and ancillary staff, 
have indeed embraced the many 
opportunities offered over the course 
of this year. 

I am pleased to inform you that the 
results in both ATAR and NAPLAN 
scores of our students continue to 
maintain the high standards shown 
in past years.  This is in no small 
way attributable to our teaching staff 

who continue to provide engaging 
and relevant lessons that inspire 
passionate learning amongst our 
student body.  Complementary 
to this is our college’s pastoral 
educational philosophy which 
places great emphasis on providing 
a supportive environment so that 
each student has the best possible 
chance to realise and strive to fulfil 
her potential.  

St Rita’s also values the importance 
of providing opportunities for 
students to develop physical 
and mental skills outside of the 
classroom.  Our focus in this area 
of education remains to maximise 
participation as far as we can 
for the various sports whilst also 
providing support for some of 
our elite athletes.  The Head of 
Sport, Mr Dane Robinson, has 
introduced an “Excellence Sporting 
Program” which, pleasingly, is fully 
subscribed.  In the past few years, 

continued on page 3
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At the end of last month, 
on Saturday 30th October, 

at about 5.45pm, the sky 
blackened, and the trees bent 
double with the wind. There 
were reports of hail in the area. 
It only lasted about 2 minutes. 
It reminded me of a storm 
which swept across the College 
almost 37 years ago. This was 
my memory of it:

The Convent and school had 
just been thoroughly prepared for the Silver Jubilee 
that was to take place the next day. At 4.50pm a door 
was banging above my office which was situated in the 
Sacred Heart Centre where Student Reception now is.  
I was DP at the time. I went up to the next floor of the 
Sacred Heart Centre to investigate. I could not believe 
what I walked into.

At the top of the stairs hail, the size of cricket balls, 
was stacked against the cupboards there. As I walked 
along the corridor each room was like a swimming 
pool. Windows were smashed and again there was hail 
everywhere.

I retraced my steps and walked in to the staff room 
which has now been demolished. One of the ceiling 
tiles crashed down and dropped a huge amount of 
water right in front of me. I walked out the western 
door and, as I did so, the Sisters who had been 
holidaying in the convent (that was where the staff 
offices now are) seemed to open their hopper windows 
on cue. I saw their faces surrounded by broken glass.

By this time, it had grown quite dark. There was no 
power anywhere on the campus. I made my way to the 
convent where everyone seemed to be huddled together 
with a few torches. We contacted Alex, our trusty 
electrician, who came up immediately.

I toured the grounds with him being shocked at all the 
broken glass, drenched carpets, fallen power lines and 
every leaf from our many trees littered down the front 
drive. Not a leaf was left on a tree! The storm lasted 
only about 10 minutes and cut through a narrow band 
of Brisbane. Can you imagine our fig tree with not a 
leaf?

We decided to make our way to the chapel to see the 
disaster there. With sandaled feet we began to sweep 
out the broken glass and water for tomorrow’s jubilee 
from the chapel.

The jubilee went ahead. The two Stubberfield Sisters 
began sweeping the front drive at about 4.00am the 
next morning. There were no mobiles and the only 
phone that was workable was in the school. I rang SES 
very early, but they said that they could not assist us as 
we were an institution even though I tried to explain 
that about 30 -40 of us were living there. 

We had the ceremony for the Jubilee. Guests seemed 
to leave straight after that. The locals from Clayfield 
arrived, armed with brooms, rakes etc. I was most 
appreciative. Catholic Insurance were soon on the 
scene. We started school one day late because of all the 
mayhem. 

Later, I was told that people found it very difficult 
to get glass etc as a work shop had been set up in the 
undercroft at SRC for at least a week or so. I am not 
sure what the carpet situation was like, but we certainly 
had a large supply of drenched carpets to be thrown 
out and new ones installed.

Even though this was many years ago, I will not forget 
my silver jubilee.

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron

Memories From The Past - The 1985 Storm
Patron's Report
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Mrs Dale Morrow
Principal

we have seen a significant 
growth in sports’ participation 
and training at the college 
and, subsequently, excellent 
results in all of the sports we 
participate in in the CaSSA 
interschool competitions.  The 
Cross-Country team brought 
home the trophy (first time in 
20 years) and was the top team 

at athletics this year. Our four tennis teams all took 
out the Premiership of their divisions, creating CaSSA 
history in being the first school to ever do so.  

Another important co-curricular program offered at the 
College is music.  This area of the curriculum continues 
to experience growth and, as is evidenced by the regular 
music performances of the various bands, there is an 
obvious commitment to excellence.  The high standard 
of musical ability of our students was also on display 
during the year when the College staged the musical 
production The Wizard of Oz.  Anyone who attended 
those performances could not help but be  impressed 
with the talent and skills on display by so many of 
the girls.  Such an opportunity provided so many 
students with the chance to be involved in various 
aspects of the creative arts – both on and behind stage.  
It was an excellent occasion too to showcase the new 
performance facilities, located in the Trinity Building. 

No doubt many of you would be aware that a major 
change to the profile of St Rita’s College occurs next 
year.  This will be the re-introduction of primary 
students into Year 5 classes.  St Rita’s was originally 
established in 1926 as both a primary and secondary 
college but became a secondary-only school in 1969.   
The College Board decided in 2019 that it was prudent 
to consider again the need for providing primary 
education at the College and began consulting widely 
within and beyond the community about options for 
improving the educational outcomes of girls in our 
area.  So, the work in preparation for this change has 
been occurring over the past few years and, in June 
of this year, the College received accreditation to 
reintroduce the primary years of Years 5 and 6.    

The reintroduction of Year 5 at St Rita’s is a long-
awaited enhancement to our College community and 
one which we believe will provide families with greater 
choice when considering their daughter’s educational 
and spiritual opportunities.

The first group of Year 5 girls will number 78 and 
will then go on to form the initial Year 6 cohort in 
2023 (Year 6 will not be offered at St Rita’s in 2022).   
The College’s Nagle Centre will be home to our new 
students - an environment somewhat removed from 
the general “busy-ness” of activity seen within a 
Secondary campus, and an environment in which our 
Year 5 students can experience a sense of comfort and 
safety in their own surrounds.  We are certain that the 
modern Nagle Centre, fitted out as it is with dynamic 
learning spaces and technology, will provide our young 
students with learning spaces they will find stimulating, 
challenging and engaging.

The Head of Primary, Ms Belinda Emmi, was 
appointed in December of this year and has been very 
busy preparing for the introduction, along with the 
College’s Leadership team. Much work has been done 
on developing the extensive learning programs required 
as well as ensuring the appropriate development of 
the Nagle classrooms for Primary learning.  There 
was a very strong list of applicants received for the 
three specialist primary teacher positions from all over 
Brisbane and we are delighted with the appointments 
we have made.

With our year 12 students ready to embark on their 
next phase of life we look forward to welcoming them 
as the newest members of the alumnae. My continued 
thanks for the scholarship which is funded by the 
alumnae.   I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you and your families all the blessings of Christmas.

God Bless
Mrs Dale Morrow

Principal

...continued from cover
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I started teaching at St Rita’s 
College in 1991 and had the 

pleasure of having my German 
classroom in the White House.  The 
White House used to be a family 
home and was very unique.  When 
you entered through the front door, 
on the right-hand side was the old 
lounge room.  That used to be Mrs 
MacDermott’s classroom.  It was 
very cosy and even had a fireplace.  
Next to the lounge room on the 
bottom level was the old bathroom, 
which was used as the locker room 
for Mrs MacDermott’s Housegroup.  
There were two more rooms on the 
ground floor, which were used as 
storage rooms.

I was teaching upstairs in the old 
big bedroom. When walking up the 
old staircase you came across the 
old ensuite and wardrobe, which 
was my Housegroup, Cascian 6, 
locker room.  Then my classroom, 
the German room, was right next 
door.  I absolutely loved teaching 
in the White House.  My classroom 
had windows on three sides of the 
room and there was a view across 
the campus.  We did not have air 
conditioning in 1991 and having 
three sides of windows open meant 
there was always a lovely breeze. In 
the winter months, the sun being 
lower, meant that the sun would 
shine into the classroom, and it 
was always nice and warm.  I had 

two stand-alone blackboards in 
the classroom, which was great for 
playing German games.  

Teaching in the White House felt 
more like teaching family members 
due to the fact we were sitting in a 
house, not a traditional classroom.  
The staircase would squeak every 
time someone was walking on it, 
which was useful at times, when 
we were a little too noisy having 
fun learning German, I could hear 
someone walking upstairs to remind 
me we were in a school.

Mrs MacDermott and I taught 
in the White House until it was 
demolished.  We were both sad to 
see the White House go.  The bricks 

The White House at  
St Rita’s College
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The Think Project was launched in November 
2021 with acclaimed author Trent Dalton 

in conversation with award-winning journalist 
and past student Christine Jackman.  Speaking 
about his new book, Love Stories, Trent shared 
the backstories behind many of the narratives he 
sourced from random passers-by in Brisbane city.  
He spoke passionately about love being everywhere 
in our lives – not just a person; not just a memory; 
but a constant that envelopes us.

The Think Project is a literature-based initiative led 
by St Rita’s College, in partnership with Riverbend 
Books which promotes a literacy-rich culture 
within the community.  Engaging with authors 
and book events is a key component of the Think 
Project. 

from the White House were sold to fundraise 
money for the new buildings and I bought one, 
which is now stored in my garage at home.  The 
White House will always be remembered and the 
fun we had learning and teaching in it will not be 
forgotten.

Carmen Anders

Think Project

5ST RITAS COLLEGE ALUMNAE



My first memory of the 
White House, in the 

1950s, was of a lady cleaning 
windows there. As students we 
would sit in this grove of silky 
oaks to have our lunch and the 
White House was just to the 
south of us.

In the mid-1960s, St Rita’s 
expanded in numbers and in 
area. Two houses were bought 
on the south-eastern side of 
the property. One was mainly 
white and the other was mainly 
green. The green one was soon 
demolished to make way for a 
new construction - the basement, 
the ground floor and the first 
floor of what is known today as 

the Sacred Heart Centre.

The white one lived on for many 
years. It had a variety of uses. It 
was a quaint two storey building. 
At one stage the top floor was 
used for individual Speech and 
Drama classes before Drama was 
introduced as a subject in the 
school curriculum. When the 
AMEB exams were held, those 
of us who taught in the Sacred 
Heart Centre had to be extra 
quiet.

At another stage it became the 
home of the German classes. I 
can remember teaching SOR 
in the Sacred Heart building 
with German songs being sung 

opposite me on the top floor of 
the White House. The German 
songs certainly drowned my 
lessons.

Music lessons were conducted 
downstairs - piano and violin. I 
know that there was a problem 
here when the AMEB Speech and 
Drama exams were being held 
upstairs. I’m sure the area was 
vacated so that the speech exams 
could have perfect conditions.

In the late 1970s a room became 
sick bay. However, this was short 
lived as the girls were not that 
sick and seemed to have a great 
“fun” time there. They were 
soon moved to the old Assembly 

My Memories of the
White House
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Hall, to the priest’s quarters which 
were close to my office as Deputy 
Principal where I could keep an 
“ear” on them.

During this time a new course 
was introduced for the senior 
classes, the Vocational Course. 
Mrs MacDermott conducted her 
classes here as they were only a 
small group and were made to feel 
special.

Since it had been a home, there 
was a kitchen downstairs. As the 
number of lay teachers increased, 
this became the area for them. 
Before, when there were only three 
lay teachers, their staff room had 
been in the Sacred Heart Centre in 

what is now a very small meeting 
room. Now, their number was 
slightly more than three.

 Some students cut through the 
beautiful gardens of the White 
House to make their way to 
another block that had been erected 
in the late 1970s-1980s, the Senior 
block which in later years became 
the year 8 block.

In the 1990s, I can remember 
taking photos of the demolition of 
the White House to make way for 
the building of the Presentation 
Centre. However, the White House 
had the last word. In those days, 
when the digital age was in its 
infancy, I stored the photos that I 

took in a common drive. Somehow, 
they were deleted and I did not 
realise then that deleted material 
could be recovered!

 But the White House also had an 
offspring. I was wondering how we 
could raise money for the building 
of the Presentation Centre. We 
decided to sell the bricks from the 
demolition of the White House 
to go towards the financing of the 
Presentation Centre. So, in a way, 
the Presentation Centre is indebted 
to the White House.

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron
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James Sutherland purchased 
the land that St Rita’s 

college stands on as well as the 
surrounding areas for about 
£100/acre from the crown in 
1858. This land was situated in 
the county of Stanley, Parish of 
Toombul.  Several sales occurred 
until it was eventually sold to 
John William Forth in 1885. 

John Forth built the stately and 
majestic first floor of Stanley 
Hall. He arrived from England 
in 1860 and created a business 
which became one of the largest 
in Brisbane among produce 
dealers. After one of their 11 
children died, they decided 
to take the family on a trip 
to Europe. On returning to 
Brisbane after their vacation, the 
Forth’s house was completed and 
all that was needed was a house – 
warming party. 

On the day of the party, John 
Forth left his store in the town of 
Brisbane early in the afternoon to 
assist some men in transplanting 
some mature Poinciana trees in 
a paddock near Florence St and 
Alexandra Rd. Unfortunately, 
a derrick, which was used in 
the work, fell and crushed John 
Forth. He died that evening.

Nine months earlier, John had 
sold this property to his wife, 
Selina. She did not remain in 
this tragic house for long but 
left the property in the care of a 
Real Estate agent, who eventually 
arranged for the sale of the 
property to a Herbert Hunter in 
1888. Selina moved to a stately 
home opposite Brisbane Boys’ 
Grammar School.

Desley Mundell, whose great, 
great grandparents were John 
and Selina Forth, visited Stanley 
Hall for the first time the last 
week of term 2 this year. She 
was accompanied by her cousin, 
Paul Clauson, and her daughter, 
Stephanie Keays as well as John 
Mundell who is her husband’s 
nephew.

Comment from Paul:

I know that both of my 
companions feel absolutely ad 
idem! It was indeed somewhat 
of an emotional and certainly 
satisfying feeling to at last visit 
a place that one had been told 
about and had read about to 
the extent that it was almost 
mythical! I now know that it is 
real!

I am delighted that the old place 
has served so well in its purpose 
in forming the minds and 

attitudes of young Australians 
in the way of faith, service and 
good citizenship. A most noble 
undertaking, indeed.

Stanley Hall – The Forths
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Congratulations to Avarelle Bernard as College Captain and 
two Vice Captains Chloe O”Sullivan and Mia Cartwright.

St Rita's College

2022 Captains

Around the college
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Prix d’Honneur
Congratulations to Cleo Shave on being announced College 2021 Prix d’Honneur.  
The College Community is very proud of your efforts.

Father 
Daughter 
Breakfast
The annual Father Daughter Breakfast organised 

by the Colleges Sports Subcommittee was 
held at Eagle Farm Racecourse.  With over 500 in 
attendance, the event was a huge success.  Special 
guest speakers, Dawn Fraser, Clark Keating and Jo 
Barrett discussed the characteristics of resilience, 
determination and hard work as the secrets to 
success in life, along with the importance of 
teamwork and family. 
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St Rita’s College held its annual Race Day at Eagle 
Farm on Saturday 16 October, attracting the 

largest number of patrons seen at a College Race Day 
and raising in the vicinity of $18,000 for the College 
sports program.  

A large number of parents and businesses supported 
the day, providing raffle, lucky door, and fashion and 
auction prizes.  Many thanks go to the parents and 
alumnae members within the College Community 
who organised the event. A college event such as 
this works best with parent involvement and it 
is wonderful to see parents who are also alumnae 
members. 

SRC Race Day
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2021 From the School Yard


