ST RITA’S COLLEGE

A Catholic Girls’ School for Years 7-12 in Clayfield, Brisbane,
established 1926 by the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Welcome

St Rita’s College is a school where minds are opened,
dreams are imagined and the Presentation traditions
of compassion, hospitality and simplicity establish
foundations for the future. It is a place where
character is formed, conscience is followed and girls
with attentive hearts become women of action.
At St Rita’s, your daughter will experience
exceptional teachers whose expertise, commitment
and nurturing is testament to our proven record
in first-class academic and vocational pathways,
sporting strength, cultural diversity and unfailing
commitment to social justice.
The curriculum at St Rita’s is regularly reviewed
to recognise new and effective trends in learning
and teaching and embeds Catholic Social Teaching
into all subjects across all Year levels. The College
consistently achieves impressive OP and Rank results
significantly above the State average. Of particular
significance is the achievement of OP1–5s in the
vicinity of 30 to 40 percent annually and academic
excellence well above State and National scores for
the annual NAPLAN tests.
The pastoral care of students at St Rita’s is provided
through a vertical House structure to enable
each girl to be recognised as an integral part of
the College community. Equally important is the
spiritual development of our students. St Rita
and Nano Nagle were women of determination,
persistence and passion, characteristics which are
promoted and valued in our College today, and
particularly through our mission and outreach
undertakings which aim to provide an understanding
of the difference between charity and justice.
In teaching our students the courage to stand alone
and the power of standing together, we challenge
them to be women of action not just words – Virtute
non Verbis.

Mrs Dale Morrow
Principal, St Rita’s College
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SPIRITUAL LIFE
OF THE SCHOOL
Founded on the charism of Nano Nagle and inspired by the
mission of the Presentation Sisters, St Rita’s is a faith community
that provides a Catholic education for young women.
With an unfaltering belief in the transforming power of education, St Rita’s provides its
girls with a holistic Presentation education. It is an education in which the Christian values
of love and faith are central to learning , where creativity and critical thinking co-exist
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Justice
WOMEN OF

together and where self-respect is more precious than self-importance. It is an education that, guided by the
uncompromising values of the Presentation Sisters, remains responsive to the demands of an increasingly
materialistic world.
We are a community that understands leadership as service, forgiveness as strength and equality as
paramount. We see care for the poor as our personal responsibility, education as the source of freedom and
love as our guiding light. It is in this context of hope that the College calls the girls to be women of action.
The religious life of St Rita’s College is rich and varied. Students are encouraged to live out Christian values in
the spirit of Nano Nagle, the founder of the Presentation Sisters, and St Rita of Cascia.
We believe that as a Catholic Christian community, in the Presentation tradition, our mission is to develop
students as lifelong learners who are enriched by the Gospel values, so they can participate critically
and authentically in our faith communities and wider society. Our students are taught that they have a
responsibility to empathise with the poor and marginalised and to advocate on their behalf. They dare to
voyage beyond what is comfortable, to confront what is culturally difficult and to question what is socially
acceptable.
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Hospitality
WOMEN OF
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ACADEMIC LIFE
A St Rita’s student is encouraged to question rather than to
assume, to challenge rather than to conform, and to take
the lead rather than to follow.
With a reputation for achieving impressive academic and vocational results, the
College provides a versatile and extensive curriculum that allows our students
to engage in the world both critically and creatively. Our students learn in a
vibrant environment that sparks ideas, inventiveness and imagination and will
work independently and in teams, experience collaborative learning and involve
themselves in decision making and leadership from Year 7 through to Year 12.
Our academic results in NAPLAN testing, OP achievements and scholarship
attainments continue to stand out as among some of the most impressive in the
State, and we foster a positive learning environment based on mutual respect and
open communication.
Our staff continually review and revising our curriculum so that it addresses the
most relevant, proven innovations in the constantly changing world of education
and continues to cater for broad learning abilities through pedagogy and support
programs with the aim for each girl to achieve her personal best. While most of our
students continue onto tertiary studies, vocational pathways are fully supported
through apprenticeship and traineeship programs offered at the College.
One of the greatest strengths of the St Rita’s classroom practice is the commitment
of our dedicated staff to work in partnership with parents and guardians to enable
our students to achieve to the best of their ability. By working together we can
deliver a quality, satisfying and enjoyable curriculum that empowers and invigorates
young women to leave our College with positive mental habits and excellent
preparation for further learning and work beyond school.
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Compassion
WOMEN OF

PASTORAL
CARE

St Rita’s for many girls, comes to feel like home. As
a Catholic school inspired by the tradition of the
Presentation Sisters, we believe education is most
effective when it happens in an architecture built on
love, respect and acceptance.
At the heart of our support network is a pastoral care structure that
encourages interaction between staff and students, ensuring all of our girls
experience a sense of purpose and belonging whilst at the College. Our
supportive staff take a professional and personal approach to the social
and emotional well-being of the girls.
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Central to the success of our pastoral care program is a vertical House
structure to enable each and every girl to be recognised as an integral part
of the College community. Our House system is the hallmark of the personal
formation of our students and a central component of daily, cocurricular
and general activity life at St Rita’s. Our eight Houses celebrate, encourage,
support and nurture each individual to do and be their best.
In recognising the importance of community and the need for a strong
collective conscience, we also acknowledge the power of the individual and
the ability of one woman to make a difference. As each St Rita’s girl grows
and takes her place in the school community, the lessons she learns at the
College will be timeless. St Rita’s is a College where memories are made
and where the individual obstacles are overcome together. Many of the
friendships formed within these walls go on to last a life time.
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CULTURE
St Rita’s recognises that education extends
far beyond academic learning, and balance is
essential to a girl’s growth and development.
Balance between study and play, between
action and reflection, between participation
and appreciation.
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St Rita’s students are encouraged to extend and enrich their
learning by participating in the various cultural activities
offered at the College. Our students have the opportunity to be
involved in a range of pursuits including music ensembles, art,
drama, debating, theatresports, choirs and the musical, which
is presented on a tri-yearly basis.

Simplicity
WOMEN OF

SPORT
Sport presents the girls with the challenge to lead
active, healthy lives.
A well rounded sporting program contributes significantly to student
life and personal development at St Rita’s College. The College has built
a respected reputation in many sports and enjoys excellent student
participation which is nurtured by dedicated, professional coaches.
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Courage
WOMEN OF

The Acqua Rosa Swim Club, a fully affiliated member club of Swimming
Australia, Swimming Queensland and the Brisbane Swimming Association,
also operates on College campus in a partnership with the school. The
club offers professional coaching and tuition for junior through to high
performance squads.
At interschool level, St Rita’s is a top performer in the Catholic Secondary
Schoolgirls Sports Association (CaSSSA).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Australian Rules football
basketball
cricket
cross country
equestrian
hockey
netball
soccer
swimming
tennis
touch football
track and field
volleyball
water polo
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Hope

WOMEN OF
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FACILITIES
Impressive modern, state of the art learning facilities
are provided at St Rita’s College.
The Nano Nagle Centre, housing the Library and the Sr Elvera Science
Centre, afford our students flexible learning spaces, integrated
technologies and the most up-to-date of resources the girls need to be
inquiring and successful learners.
An abundance of specialist learning areas and general teaching classrooms
fulfill the learning mainstays of english, mathematics, science, history,
economics and information technology, with the popular learning areas
of languages, music and the arts, business, design technologies and film,
television and new media equally well-resourced.
We are proud of the sporting facilities for an inner-suburban school.
These include the Acqua Rosa Centre with its 25m heated water polo
accredited pool; three hard courts providing for tennis, basketball, netball
and volleyball; a covered court in the Sr Assumpta O’Flynn Pavillion for
all-weather multi-purpose uses; and the Eirene Centre which is a multipurpose hall and gymnasium.
The arts facilities of St Rita’s boast dedicated music and drama teaching
areas with performance rooms, practice rooms for group and individual
instrumental lessons and small group rehearsal spaces. Trinity Hall offers
performance and learning space for drama, music and the St Rita’s College
Dance Company and is equipped with modern audio visual technology for
major performances and film, television and new media studies.
The Eirene Centre, accommodating over 1300 people, is the traditional
space used for liturgies, assemblies and significant school events.
Ballygriffin, on the top level of the Nano Nagle Centre, provides for large
staff meetings and, boasting magnificent views to the North and East, is a
popular setting for community functions and gatherings.
The College Chapel sits atop Hogan Place – a large green on which
students gather for outdoor House, Year level and community activities, as
well as at lunchtimes.
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OUR HISTORY
The ninety year history of St Rita’s College has been enriched
by the spirituality of the Catholic tradition.
Established by the Presentation Sisters in 1926, the College
recognises two patrons: Nano Nagle, the founder of the
Presentation Order, and St Rita of Cascia, the Saint of Impossible
Causes, after whom the College is named.
In 1926, Sr Alice Kennedy, pbvm and Sr Mary Madden,
pbvm purchased Stanley Hall along with four acres of land
surrounding the residence to establish St Rita’s College, not
really knowing how they would manage to pay the asking price
of £22,000, but discerning that the purchase was the correct
action to take. St Rita’s officially opened on 27 September 1926,
and on 4 August the following year, 1927, St Rita’s College was
registered as a Secondary School (Boarding and Day). Initially
boys and girls were enrolled from kindergarten to Grade 3, and
girls only from Grade 4 to Senior.
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In deciding what name for the school to take, the Sisters
revealed a snippet of dry Irish humour when they chose St
Rita’s as the name, for St Rita of Cascia is the Patron Saint
of impossible causes. The challenges experienced by the
Presentation Sisters in those early years when they took on this
large debt with little means of paying must have worried them
as being an impossible cause. But, through God’s grace and the
exceptional hard work of the Sisters over many years, and, no
doubt, through the intercession of St Rita herself, our College
has flourished.
St Rita’s today educates over 1000 day girls from Years 7—12
and continues the rich tradition of social justice instilled
in the charism of Venerable Nano Nagle and the Sisters of
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Academic and
vocational excellence is valued and each girl is encouraged to
make the most of their gifts and realise their full potential.

ST RITA’S COLLEGE

41 Enderley Rd, Clayfield QLD 4011
PO Box 548, Clayfield QLD 4011
Ph: 07 3862 1615

www.stritas.qld.edu.au

