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o far
2020
has been a
year of highs
and lows.
We started
the year
celebrating
the great
academic
Mrs Dale Morrow
success of
Principal
the Year 12
cohort from 2019. They performed
particularly well with 90% receiving
their first QTAC preference. I am
very proud of the way this group of
girls worked hard to achieve their
own academic goals and contributed
to their College in a variety of ways.
The 2020 Year 12 girls will be the
first students to gain the Queensland
Certificate of Education with an
ATAR score. Their preparation has
been disrupted by the effects of the
coronavirus, however, the QCAA
have adjusted the assessment regime
to ensure all students across the state
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On Tuesday 10 March the Trinity
Building was opened and blessed
by Sr Mary Franzmann, leader of
the Queensland Congregation of
the Presentation Sisters. On the site
of the original Trinity Hall we have
built a learning precinct which will
enhance the teaching and learning
we can offer at the College. The
top floor of the building has been
dedicated to Music and we are
excited about the growth of this
program in these state-of-the-art
facilities. The new auditorium will
enable us to enjoy the many talents
the musical and dramatic girls
have to share with us. We wish to
promote the creative arts alongside
with STEM and other curriculum
areas.
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In the Orana Room, which is the
foyer to Trinity Hall, a beautiful
honour board has been built which
runs the length of the room on
continued on page 3

Letter Writing Initiative helps
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maintain Community Connection
Online Learning an Opportunity
12
to Enhance Technology Skills

Reconnect with
Rita's
Virtute is your biannual alumnae
magazine. If you have an idea for an
article, past student profile or photo you
think should be considered please
email your suggestion to
alumnae@stritas.qld.edu.au.
Ensure you stay up to date with Alumnae
news and events by contacting us with
your updated details.
Update your details online at
www.stritas.qld.edu.au or email
alumnae@stritas.qld.edu.au or
phone (07) 3862 1615.

PAT RO N’S R E P O RT
W

hat

strange
times we live
in when a
microscopic
virus is able
to shut
down the
entire world
Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron
from the
smallest
countries to the largest. Most
functions have been cancelled
as we need to obey the social
distancing rule. The tempo of life
had increased almost without our
noticing and then almost overnight
the tempo came to a halt.
Perhaps Australia is truly the lucky
country. Living as we do on the
other side of our planet, we are able
to learn from those in the northern
hemisphere. We know what
precautions to take; we know what
to avoid.
The school scene is most unusual.
Students are actually missing
school. Admittedly, the social scene
would be the most missed. We
are not meant to live in our own
isolated castles. Again, not having a
real human being to assist them, to
teach them is difficult. Lessons on
line are good, but for the majority
of students it is the interaction with
their teacher and with one another
that is important.
Perhaps there is a silver lining to
this pandemic. During this time
we are learning to look out for one
another. My niece’s oldest son is a
student at Chicago Uni. I gather
that his classes have been cancelled
2

ST RITAS COLLEGE ALUMNAE

at present. He spends some time
doing the grocery shopping for
those elderly folk in his area. My
nephew looks after his grandparents
and does the grocery shopping for
them.
I’m sure that these actions are
repeated many times by young
people here in our own locality
and also all over the world. Even
our media tries to tell us some of
these goodwill stories happening all
around us. Each evening the 7.30
report on the ABC concludes with
one such story.
At present we are seeing the gradual
lifting of some of our restrictions.
Children are allowed to go outside
into the sunshine and to play
in certain parks. In my wildest
dreams, I never thought that I
would live to see the day when we
in Brisbane would regard that as a
bonus. It was something that we
took as our right.
Perhaps, too, the art of conversation
is coming back into fashion.
Family life has taken a different
turn. Hopefully it is for the better
when children are able to see more
of their parents. However, we do
hear that domestic violence has
increased as has mental health
concerns.
We keep hearing about the new
normal. Normal life as we once
knew it has gone forever we keep
being told. I find this rather
unsettling as I am one of those
people who likes to know what is
ahead of me. Many businesses are
affected by this pandemic. They in
turn affect other businesses. This
could cause the whole world to

shut down. But the human person
is creative and people invent other
ways of doing things. This then
becomes the new normal.
If it were not for technology,
we would be really isolated.
Admittedly, the real is better than
the virtual; but technology does
assist us to keep in touch; it helps
us to create new and hopefully
better ways of doing things.
If we do not obey our social
distancing rules, then the
restrictions are not lifted but
enforced. We are reminded that
it is not only our own life that
we safeguard, but that of our
community. We are urged to work
for the common good.
With fewer cars on the road, our
earth is able to refresh itself. In
other parts of the world that are
not able to appreciate the night sky,
they are now able to do so.
How does all this differ from what
our Christian religion teaches?
It, too, emphasises that we need
to strive for the common good;
to see Christ in our neighbour
and therefore, to lookout for our
neighbour as well. It teaches us to
care for our planet and to reduce
our pollution.
We do not always achieve the good.
Just as there is light at the end of
the tunnel when we will eventually
have a COVID-19 vaccine, our
Christian religion teaches us to
hope that we will one day be united
with our God.
Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron
2020 JUNE NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
...continued from cover
both sides.
I would like
to thank
the alumnae
for their
donation
in making
this honour
Mrs Dale Morrow
board
Principal
possible. The
honour board commences with the
year of 1947, the year the College
commenced the award of Prix
d’Honneur – Agnes Ring, and we
have many spaces to fill as St Rita’s
continues to provide a Presentation
education for generations to come.
There have been two major pieces of
artwork commissioned for Trinity.
One is a work by an indigenous
artist Nikki Law and the other is a
mosaic entitled Terra Mater (mother
earth) and was completed by Scott
Harrower. His work is to recognise
the obligation we have to look after
our blessed earth. This artwork
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mirrors the message of Pope Francis
in his encyclical entitled Laudato
Si´. It stands as a reminder that we
are sacred as is every living thing on
this amazing planet.
We have seen so much written
about COVID-19 in these past
months and it has presented
many challenges to us not only
as an educational entity but as a
community which looks to support
the most vulnerable in our world.
We are all feeling quite vulnerable
at the moment and so it is during
these times that we try to connect
a little more, to be a little kinder
and to make a greater effort to
forge new ways of doing things.
The measure of any community can
be judged by how it responds in
difficult times. I am pleased to say
that our community has responded
by seeking out ways to help
families who may be experiencing
difficulties, by expanding our
bursary program, by deferring

school fee payments and checking
in on each other. The School
Captains have been inspirational
in keeping the girls connected
with very novel ideas from posting
photos of their pets to a digital
‘Amazing Race’. I look forward to
welcoming the girls back to the
College later in this Term once it is
deemed to be safe.
I once again thank the Alumnae
for their ongoing support of the
College and I wish you and your
families all the very best as we
navigate these most unusual times.
God Bless
Mrs Dale Morrow
Principal
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VALE Sister Mary Foster
VALE Sister Mary
Foster (Concepta),
pbvm 1931 - 2020
Sister Mary Foster (Concepta)
passed away peacefully in the Mater
Private Hospital on Tuesday 25
February 2020. As Principal of St
Rita’s College from 1972 to 1978,
Sister Mary steered the students
and staff of St Rita’s through a
period of considerable change in
the Queensland education system.
Sister Mary, from the Class of
1947, was the third past student
to be appointed as a Principal of
the College. At the completion
of her novitiate, she was posted
to St Ursula’s in Yeppoon in 1951
and returned to St Rita’s in 1956
teaching Religious Education,
English, French, Latin, History,
Geography, Mathematics and
commercial subjects. She was a
keen academic, gaining university
qualifications throughout the 1950s
and into the 1960s and maintained
a lifelong commitment to education,
acquiring further qualifications even
after finishing her appointment
as Principal. Among her many
qualifications were a Bachelor
of Arts, a Graduate Diploma
in Theology and a Bachelor of
Education. Within Sister Mary’s
responsibilities during her period as
Principal, was the momentous task
to implement the Radford Scheme
at St Rita’s. This Queensland wide
scheme saw the Junior and Senior
public examinations replaced by a
system of school-based assessment,
with additional continuous
4
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assessment throughout the year.
As is being experienced now with
the reintroduction of an external
examination system, the new schoolbased assessment was undertaken
over four Semesters commencing
in 1973. In addition to the new
assessment process, Sister Mary’s
period of Principalship oversaw the
use of the new Board of Secondary
School Studies (BSSS) merit system,
the Tertiary Entrance (TE) Score,
which by 1975 was in use by all
tertiary institutions. The TE Score
of each student was calculated
from the results of the school-based
assessment and the Australian
Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASAT)
sat by all Year 12 students from
1973. As with any great change, the
new mode of education assessment
was met with varying degree of
confidence and speculation. Sister
Mary at the time spoke to parents of
the Radford Scheme’s introduction:
“I was vaguely aware that I was akin
to a fool stepping into a vast area,
where the angels, if they consented
to tread at all, tread very warily…
but a beginning has to be made
somewhere.” As a result of another
important educational initiative
of the time, the Karmel Report,
schools began to receive Federal
Government funding to assist in the
growth of libraries and resources,
special education programs, teacher
development and programs and
projects that presented educational
innovation. Professor Peter Karmel
had been appointed by the newly
elected Whitlam Government
to head the Australian Schools
Commission, charged with the
responsibility to implement the

Sister Mary Foster

election promises for school reform.
Sister Mary’s keen stewardship
continued the work of Principals
before her and the expansion of St
Rita’s benefitted greatly with funding
sought and approved for a new Year
12 education block to accommodate
the expanding Senior school, a
staff administration centre to better
resource the growing number of
lay teachers and an arts facility to
better serve the growing music
education within the College. A
hallmark of Sister Mary’s leadership
was bringing the College motto
Virtute non Verbis into prominence,
emphasising and enacting the
importance of social justice action.
Through the program Project
Extension, students committed their
time as volunteers for a range of
community endeavours, including
visiting the aged, collecting goods
and preparing hampers for the needy
at Christmas time and inviting the
elderly to the College for afternoon
teas and concerts. Sister Mary also
introduced Christian Living Camps
and Reflection Days. For this day
2020 JUNE NEWSLETTER

Congratulations
...continued from page 4
and age, such engagement goes
hand in hand with a social justice
education in a school environment.
Back in the 1970s these programs
were very much emerging, and
Sister Mary is to be commended
on developing a program that was
positive, meaningful and rewarding
for the girls who participated and
for those they assisted. Such is the
legacy of Sister Mary Foster, who
as Principal of St Rita’s responded
positively and effectively to an era
of social upheaval – the 1970s.
Sister was deeply cognizant of
her responsibility to uphold the
Presentation ideal of leading students
towards the search for higher
knowledge and her commitment to
the values of catholic education in all
that she did was unwavering.

2020 JUNE NEWSLETTER

Jemima Patch-Taylor
2019 graduate Jemima’s art is featured as part of
the Queensland Gallery of Modern Art’s Creative
Generation Excellence Awards online exhibition.
Jemima’s striking work, an animated video titled
‘The Lucid Self ’, is made up of over 180 paintings
and drawings and “recognises the creative struggle
and attempts to perceive the self from an alternate
perspective”.
GOMA’s Creative Generation exhibition showcases
the work of award recipients selected from almost 400
entries submitted by students across the state. Well
done Jemima.

Ella Hicks
Year 11 percussion student Ella Hicks has been
successful in being accepted to participate in the
National Youth Wind Ensemble of Scotland in July.
Ella auditioned and has been selected as one of eight
students from the Young Conservatorium, Griffith
University to attend this program. This unique
program will afford Ella, as one of our Australian
student ambassadors, to join over 60 Scottish and
International students at NYWE - Scotland and the
opportunity to work with various conductors and
tutors in one of the world’s leading Art’s Universities.
Congratulations Ella; we hope you have a wonderful
time away and come back with many stories of what
will undoubtedly be an amazing experience.
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St Rita's College
Opening of
Trinity Centre
The new Trinity Centre was officially opened on
March 10 by Sr Mary Franzmann, leader of the
Queensland Congregation of the Presentation Sisters.

It was a very special occasion with a Welcome to
Country performed by Mr Derek Oram Sandy and
a reflection by Niketa Law and Scott Harrower on
their respective art works. Thanks go out to all who
were involved with building this iconic building for
the College, including the project contractors, the
College Board, the many donors to our appeal and
the College staff.

COVID-19
Good News Story…

S

tudents sew scrub caps for local doctors in ‘virtual
sewing bee’.

Five students decided to give Netflix the flick during
the Easter school holidays and did their part to
provide much-needed resources for frontline workers.
After learning there was a shortage of personal
protective equipment for medical staff, the girls in
years 7, 8 and 9 combined their sewing skills and via
online platform Zoom started sewing. “We all sewed
many scrub caps and donated most of them to Family
Doctors Plus, a local doctors’ surgery”, they said.
“The caps are made with quality cotton fabric, come
in two sizes, tie at the back for easy adjusting and
each is unique with vibrant, contrasting coloured
thread. We all thought of giving back to the
community by sewing scrub caps, which were much
needed, was a generous way of spending our holidays
and a way to stay connected as great friends”.
What started as an online catch up ended up in a
fabulous sewing bee. Well done girls.

6
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A Word from Orla McBride

Year 12 Japanese Exchange
Over the 2019 Christmas holidays I had the
opportunity to extend my stay in Japan beyond the
three-week, College organised, Japan tour, staying
with my host family in Tokyo for an extra four
weeks. Over this period, I travelled to many places
with my host family, attempted to improve my
Japanese, did lots of shopping with my host sister.
Minon, and her friends, ate delicious Japanese foods
such as sushi, okonomiyaki, mochi, and udon, and
attended Japanese high school for a week. With my
host family, I travelled to Kawagoe, a very traditional
city, and stayed in both Fukishima and Yokohama for
several nights. I visited the Muji in Ginza (the largest
in the world) many times, bought a lot of Japanese
stationery, drank lots of bubble tea and caught
many very, very busy trains. Spending Christmas
in Japan was very different. As for most families it’s
just a normal working day, however, in the evening,
we enjoyed a Western-style Christmas dinner and

exchanged gifts. I also experienced a Japanese-style
New Year with my host sister’s grandparents, where
we travelled to a temple, had our fortunes told and
ate soba - all Japanese New Year traditions. For about
a week, I attended our sister school in Tokyo, Atomi
Gakuen. Here, I was able to attend many different
classes and attempt to further improve my Japanese
and make many new friends. The uniform was also
very cute. At school, I was able to learn to play the
Koto, a traditional Japanese instrument, as well as
Kadou, a traditional form of flower arrangement, and
try my hand at Shodo, Japanese calligraphy, which
was really interesting. All of Atomi’s teachers and
students were very welcoming and I really enjoyed
my time there. I definitely recommend the Japan
Exchange to anyone who wants to experience life
with a Japanese family, learn more about the culture,
attend Japanese high school and improve their
Japanese language skills.

UN Youth Conference
Students from Years 9, 10 and 11 participated in
the Queensland State UN Youth Conference. It
was an opportunity for the students to engage with
key issues as the youth is the future and pivotal in
making the world a better place. The conference
gave the students skills and ideas to make change: to
understand the issues, to put forward their points of
view, and to force people to listen. This year’s State
Conference focused on the theme of ‘Development
in the 21st Century’ and considered the idea that
different countries and societies have different levels
of development, and the resulting relationships
between countries of different development levels.
Many of today’s issues in international relations stem
from the tensions between countries at different levels
of development, and as we think about driving the
future of the world – which, as young people, will be
our role – we need to be informed about how these
interactions work, why they matter, and what we can
2020 JUNE NEWSLETTER

do about them. The students thoroughly enjoyed the
weekend. I loved networking with many enthusiastic
and knowledgeable delegates from across Queensland
and developing my leadership skills. I was inspired
and exposed to numerous opinions and clever points
during debates and discussions. The best part was
definitely the Model United Nations Conference
and Interactive Problem Solving activities, where
we were able to act as leaders of countries and make
decisions in accordance with the country’s best
interests. I would highly recommend this event to
anyone at St Rita’s! ~ Lana The conference was an
amazing experience! I realised that I have a passion
for leadership and UN diplomacy, and have applied
to attend the national conference in Sydney to further
develop my knowledge and passion.
Jessica

ST RITAS COLLEGE ALUMNAE
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Graduate Teacher Story
A

s if embarking on a new career
wasn’t enough of a challenge,
graduate teachers were thrown into
uncharted territory this term when
schools moved to online learning.
During her recent fortnightly
meeting with the College’s graduate
teachers, St Rita’s College Deputy
Principal Studies, Mrs Maree Trims,
noticed that professional learning
meetings for beginner teachers had
been cancelled due to COVID-19
restrictions.
This created a gap in the
networking opportunities they
usually rely on.
“I asked our graduate teachers if
they would find it beneficial to
connect with others in their first
year to chat about how they are
coping with their first year of
teaching and the major change in
education, at a time when they are
only just finding their feet,” Mrs
Trims said.
Trims, who also launched a Deputy
Principal – Curriculum Network
with two colleagues five years ago
as they prepared for the new senior
curriculum, said a similar network
of graduate teachers from likeminded schools would be a great
support for those starting out.
“We’ve formed a really good
friendship and network among the
Deputy Principals, and we now
share an abundance of resources,”
she said.
“There is a lot of support to
be gained from reaching out
to colleagues in other schools,
especially those who teach in the

8
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same fields and who are in a similar
situation.”
The first meeting was virtually
attended by 17 graduate teachers
from Catholic girls’ schools via
Zoom.
It also featured guest speakers
Nicola McCabe and Benjamin
Babao (second- and third-year St
Rita’s College teachers), as well as
Jackie Woods from Lourdes Hill
College, who shared their own
advice and experiences.
Mathematics teacher Ben Babao,
also a Head of House at St Rita’s,
said he was fortunate enough to
go straight from university into a
teaching position in 2017.
“Of outstanding importance for me
is that after three years in the job, I
still love coming to work every day;
I’m still happy doing my job,” he
said.
Mr Babao’s advice included the
importance of not fixating on the
“small stuff” and taking advantage
of the great work done by support
staff.
“One thing I always keep in mind
is that there is every chance the
teacher aide in your room has been
in way more classrooms and has
seen a lot more than you have,” he
said to the group.
“Ask for ideas and ask for help
where needed; they will appreciate
this and you will get more out of
the interaction.”
Third-year Lourdes Hill College
Science Teacher Jackie Woods
shared similar advice, emphasising
the benefits of recruiting the help of

laboratory assistants.
“If you’re really not sure what
practical activities you can do, ask
them; tell them what you want to
do and see if they have any ideas,”
she said.
“There is so much in teaching
where you feel like you have to
cover every single thing; don’t try to
do everything at once.”
St Rita’s College graduate teacher
Georgia Dogger said she had
already reached out to teachers
in her subject field following the
network’s first meeting.
“Together, we have the opportunity
to workshop our approaches to
delivering these units in the most
engaging and accessible way for our
students,” Mrs Dogger said.
“We are striving to be experts in our
field, meaning that we can never
allow ourselves to stop learning;
each of us brings a unique flair
which can positively contribute
to practical suggestions for lesson
planning and content delivery."
“There is a lot to be said for having
people around you who can
empathise with your situation and
offer support when everything is
new.”
The group will continue to meet
following the conclusion of
Learning at Home.
“We are looking forward to meeting
as a face-to-face network here at St
Rita’s as soon as it is possible to do
so,” Mrs Trims said.
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College Captain
The 2020 College captains, Caitlin [captain],
Gabrielle and Elizabeth [vice-captains], plan to take
a three-pronged approach to leading the school
community. They will focus on mental health,
community interconnectedness and awareness and
action surrounding global issues. College Captain,
Caitlin, explains the mental health focus was an
attempt to address an increasingly common issue for
today’s teenagers. “We are planning to implement
‘Mental Health Mondays’, involving a broad buddy
system within our eight Houses and across Year levels.
Each Monday girls would have a check in during
House group, even just for five minutes to ask how
they are going or how they are feeling. We hope
this would impact interconnectedness by increasing
school spirit and attendance to events, regardless of
Year levels,” she said. Vice Captain Gabrielle said
leadership initiatives would also involve looking
beyond the St Rita’s community.

2020
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“We want to encourage students to continue to serve
the wider community through House Ministries,”
she said. However, it is also to take their plans one
step further, by identifying a need for students to be
across issues at an international level. “With such a
focus on social media today, and so much going on in
the world, we feel like a lot of students are scared to
get involved with global issues because they fear they
can’t do anything about it,” Caitlin said. Vice Captain
Elizabeth continues, “I think there is an attitude that
you can’t be heard or take action about the things
you care about until your senior years, and that’s
something we would like to change.” During the
Learning @ Home program, the captains developed
‘Hope in the Community’ booklet detailing weekly
mental health focus and challenges for each of the
five weeks.
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Letter writing initiative
helps maintain community
connection
S
tudents of St Rita’s College have been busy
bridging the connection gap, reaching out to
community members who may be in isolation or on
the frontline of the current health crisis.

10
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Classes have been writing letters to
the elderly, veterans and healthcare
workers, offering a ‘virtual hug’ and
letting them know they are appreciated
during this unprecedented time.

2020 JUNE NEWSLETTER

The College will distribute letters to a number of local
hospitals, nursing homes, Meals on Wheels branches
and RSLs in the lead up to ANZAC Day, after services
were cancelled this year.
St Rita’s College Deputy Principal – Students, Ms
Catherine Allen, said the exercise would benefit both
sender and receiver.
“In a time when it can be easy to focus on how things
are negatively impacting ‘me’, we think it is important
to offer opportunities for the girls to be looking
outward and serve the community,” Ms Allen said.
“The letters are one way of doing this and also allow us
to act on our pillars of Compassion and Hope.”

Reunions

Year 10 student Isabella said she hoped the gesture
would make a difference.

50 year Reunion

“We are living in extraordinary times,” she said.

Calling all 1970 (year 12) and 1968
(year 10) graduates. Don’t miss the 50th
reunion which is being organised for
Saturday 21st November 2020.

“The opportunity to write letters to those who have
also experienced extraordinary times – our veterans and
our elderly, allowed us to think further than how things
are impacting us.”
Letter writing will continue within classes this week
prior to distribution at hospitals, nursing homes and
RSLs.
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For further details please contact Julie Fraser
(nee LeCornu) on mobile 0418 793 024 or
email: juliemfraser@bigpond.com.
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Online learning
an opportunity
to enhance
technology skills

U

“I have found I have been able to provide individual
targeted feedback much faster online than I’d otherwise
been able; I think accessibility to the teacher has been
really easy in the online environment."
“My use of technology has improved significantly and I
will take these skills further into the future.”
Mathematics Teacher and Head of House, "Benjamin
Babao" said for him, technology was to thank for a
smooth transition to online learning.

nprecedented times in education are providing
an opportunity to develop technological skills
that can be used well after the online learning period,
teachers and students of St Rita’s College have found.

“While teaching online, I am still able to utilise the class
OneNote projected on the screen so the girls can follow
along; they have found this really helpful and have said
it is similar to being at school,” Mr Babao said:

The Secondary Girls’ school already combined
digital and traditional learning, but is now seeing an
enhancement of content delivery and connection via
creative techniques and new platforms.

“Whenever I need to swap applications, to a graphing
website or the calculator emulator, I just drag it on
screen and the students can see it as well.”

Head of Program – Senior Studies and Science Teacher,
Ms Caroline George, said her first challenge was
working quickly to deliver two virtual microbiology
experiments.
“We performed the experiments in the laboratory at
school, filming and photographing the steps, the next
stage being teaching the students how to analyse the
data,” Ms George said.
“I filmed my screen to show the girls how to conduct
data analysis in Excel and recorded my voice over a
slideshow; after several failed attempts, I mastered it and
was able to provide resources the girls could easily refer
to at home.”
Ms George said she also used free-form information and
multi-user platform OneNote extensively.
“We developed some more hands-on lessons for
younger students such as using Oreo biscuits to model
the movement of tectonic plates in Year 8 Science,” she
said.
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He said the use of video chat platform Zoom had served
him well in Senior classes.
“The students benefit from being able to follow along in
real-time because they are able to ask questions straight
away verbally, instead of after-the-fact in a written
format.”
Zoom has also been a virtual helping hand for Health
and Physical Education subjects, in particular HPE.
“With one click, all students can see the same
PowerPoint which would normally be on the board in
class,” HPE Teacher Sarah Crellin said.
“Students are always engaged as everyone gets asked a
question at random throughout the lesson.
“Students have learnt their anatomy and biomechanics
through one teacher going through a skeleton model or
performing actions on screen. Their first exam was also
conducted while on Zoom.”
Years 11 and 12 students have now returned to school,
with Years 7 to 10 continuing to follow the College’s
Learning at Home program.

2020 JUNE NEWSLETTER

