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Last year the College announced 
the re-introduction of Year 5 to 

St Rita’s and the students have been 
an exciting addition to our College 
community. Head of Primary, Miss 
Belinda Emmi says the primary 
program is designed to support Year 
5 students to become con!dent, 
engaged, energetic and inquisitive 
learners, eager to develop their 
understanding of the world around 
them. "ey have had opportunities 
to learn in a variety of contexts 
across the school and disciplines 
including in art rooms, science labs, 
music suites and sporting facilities, 
whilst engaging in lessons focused 
on becoming re#ective learners, 
learning how to listen and respond 
to feedback. 

When it came to employing the 
Year 5 classroom teachers we were 
thrilled to be able to employ past 
students Louisa Apps (nee Croft; 
Class of 1996) and Georgina 

Howard (Class of 2007). Louisa 
said, “I have found it very rewarding 
to !nd old memories resurfacing 
while exploring the di$erent learning 
spaces over the last six months. 
Watching this year's Seniors mark 
their rights of passage has caused 
me to re#ect on and more fully 
appreciate my own formative years at 
the College.”

Georgina Howard (Graduating class 
of 2007) says, “It has been a joy to 
become reacquainted with places and 
faces that are familiar, and to work 
alongside teachers that were such 
wonderful mentors to me in my 
own education. Celebrating St Rita's 
Day and House Heroics with our 
Year 5 girls recently was very special!  
I feel blessed to be introducing 
the youngest members of our 
community to life at the College and 
look forward to continuing on this 
exciting journey.”

continued on page 3

Principal's
Report
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On my !rst day at St Rita’s, 
a Sunday, I was eight 

years old, going into grade 4. 
My father had drowned in the 
Christmas holidays, my mother 
was managing two businesses 
in Queen Street. I was not a 
Catholic. I had never lived 
apart from my mother and I 
was enrolled as a boarder. My 
mother came to see me on the 
Tuesday, and we were ensconced 

in one of the parlours with the Mother Superior. My 
mother and I both cried.

In those days St Rita’s was only a small school struggling 
to stay viable. I would have been one of the well-paying 
boarders. Initially, I was a weekly boarder and every 
Sunday as I was driven to St Rita’s, the constant refrain 
was “do I have to go back?”

At that time, St Rita’s was 21 years old. I often wonder 
what would have been my life if I had been refused 
entrance as the !rst Catholic school that we applied to 
did.

My life seems to have been entwined with St Rita’s, 
except for about eight years, ever since. I have been a 
student, teacher of general subjects, teacher of Science 
subjects, Head of Science, Deputy Principal, Principal 
for 20 years, then, after a few years, teacher of Religious 
Education and !nally, my role was to digitalise the 
Archives.

"is latter role has been most interesting. In the early 
years, there was not all that much to digitalise. People 
did not keep producing mobiles to take a sel!e!

It was not that the Sisters at that time had an easy 
job. "ey were too busy running the college to keep a 
detailed Annals. However, there was an Annals of what 
was happening in the convent and the College. "ere 
were no such things as computers then. Everything 
was written by hand in exercise books or on the 
blackboards.

In my early years as a teacher, we taught all day long – 
no spares. "en in the evening, we had to further our 
own studies or look after the boarders. 

As I look back on those years, it seems just like 
yesterday that I was a little boarder playing in the 

grounds of this illustrious College. Where would I be 
today if I had not been accepted here all those years 
ago?

I certainly have touched many lives – some for the 
better; some for the worse. I would dearly like to rectify 
the latter. But then, that is life. No one’s life is perfect.

I have always enjoyed teaching. It is a challenge to keep 
trying to make your work more interesting, to make it 
enjoyable while at the same time being informative and 
challenging.

Over the years, life has changed in small increments 
but looking back, it seems to have galloped at times. 
"e daily grind has always been there, the challenge 
of interacting with one’s colleagues, the need to 
continually update one’s data base, especially in science, 
of learning new ways to communicate with the youth of 
the present and with their parents as well.

Teaching today certainly presents a di$erent picture. 
With modern technology, students are not so easily 
entertained. As teachers, we must devise new ways to 
hold the interest of our students.

As I digitalise the Archives, I am privileged to view a 
vast panorama. It was fascinating to see what impacted 
the College with its students and Sisters in the early 
years. I then moved on to the time when I was a 
student here. Next, I see the college with myself as 
Principal.

"is is where I am at present with my digitalising the 
archives in 2003. "ere are many more articles and 
photos to process as the College grows. Buildings have 
multiplied; uniforms have changed. "e grounds have 
lost some of their great trees – some struck by lightning 
or hail, others sacri!ced to make way for classrooms.

Yet, despite all of this, there is a thread that runs 
throughout all the years. Brown is still our colour. But, 
more importantly, there is something about the culture. 
"ere is a good bond between teacher and student, 
between student and student.

As I walk around these hallowed grounds, I am greeted 
by so many smiling faces from those that I taught in 
previous years and from those little ones in year 5. I am 
sure that it is those smiles that keep me going..

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron

Patron's Report
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We are very proud of our 2021 Dux of the College 
Annabelle Hazelton on achieving the perfect ATAR of 
99.95. Annabelle is the !rst student in a Catholic girls’ 
school to achieve a 99.95 ATAR. Annabelle is studying 
Medicine at Gri%th University and received scholarship 
from Gri%th University as well as a TJ Ryan Medal. 
Our College continues to perform well academically 
with our College being ranked 16th in the state for 
NAPLAN and 1st for a school under 10 000.

Congratulations to Amelia Watt (Class of 2021) 
on being selected in the Australian Youth World 
Championship Water Polo team to play in Serbia in 
July/August.

Year 10 Careers Day in June saw a good number of 
Past Students of the College presenting on the career 
paths they have followed. Careers Day essentially marks 
the start of the journey to the future for our Year 10 
students – thinking of possible career paths, further 
study or training, and subjects they should pursue to 
have the best chance of achieving their goals. It is a busy 
day on which hundreds of presentations are o$ered 
from past students, parents and business representatives 
as well as education and training providers.

In the lead up to the College’s Centenary in 2026, 
the Parents & Friends will formulate a committee of 
parents, past student and sta$ - current and past - to 
consider possible celebrations and steer these into 
action. "e Parents & Friends will be in touch with 
the past student body in due course, however, past 
students who are keen to be involved might like to 
email the Parents & Friends at pandf@stritas.qld.edu.
au stating their name, ‘Class Of ’ and how they might 
be able to contribute to the committee.  "ere is a 
wealth of memories and skills within our past students 
and it is vital that the past student body have strong 
representation in the Centenary celebrations.

We continue to thank past students of St Rita’s for 
keeping the connections of our College alive in so 
many ways. 

Mrs. Maree Trims
Acting Principal

...continued from cover

Principal's Report

from left to right - Louisa Croft and Georgina Howard Annabelle Hazelton
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I am privileged to be here this 
afternoon to launch this 

resource book on Nano Nagle 
and the Presentation charism. 
When Caroline and Libby !rst 
approached me about this book, I 
thought it would be a challenging 
undertaking to pull together 
information and extracts, 
prayers and paintings, audits and 
leadership re#ections into one 
book.  However, undaunted, they 
took up the challenge and here it 
is - and it looks great!

In that initial conversation, as 
Caroline and Libby spoke about 
the importance of reimagining 
the Presentation charism into the 
future, a poem by Jan Richardson 
sprang to my mind.  "is poem 
is printed on the inside cover 
of the book. It reminds us of 
the blessing of the journey we 
have undertaken as Presentation 
Sisters, from the time of Nano 
Nagle until the present day, 
and the imperative to pass the 
baton on con!dently to a new 
generation of Presentation 
leaders.

I’ll read the poem.

With every step you take, the 
blessing rises up to meet you.

It has been waiting long ages for 
you.

Look closer and you can see 
the layers of it, how it has been 
fashioned by those who walked 

this road before you, how it has 
been created of nothing but their 
determination and their dreaming, 
how it has taken its form from 
an ancient hope that drew them 

forward and made a way for them 
when no ways could be seen.

Look closer and you will see that 
this blessing is not !nished, that 
you are part of the path that it is 

Launch of “Keep the 
Lantern Burning” by  
Mary Franzmann pvbm
Sr Mary Franzmann is the Congregation Leader of the Queensland Presentation Sisters.
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preparing.  "at you are part of how this blessing means 
to be a voice and a welcome for the way.

Last week I attended the Presentation Sisters 
Congress in Sydney and the question of taking the 
Presentation charism into the future was a key focus 
of our discussions.

At these meetings, it became clear to us and there was 
consensus that the time has come for us, the Sisters, 
to stand back and let the new emerge.  We have 
done our best to pass on the Presentation spirit and 
charism and now it is for other Presentation People to 
continue our legacy.

It is my hope that this resource will be of enormous 
bene!t to leaders who are tasked with keeping Nano’s 
story alive, while also forging ahead with new ways 
of being Presentation today. It is also my hope that 
new leaders will not always look to the Sisters for 
guidance and expertise in the area of Nano Nagle’s 
charism (although it is nice to be seen as experts in 
this !eld), but will step forward with con!dence 
with their own understanding of Nano Nagle seen 
through a di$erent lens and in a di$erent context. As 
Richardson says in her poem - you are part of the path 
that it is preparing.

"at you are part of how this blessing means to be a 
voice.

"is is a challenging and uncertain time for the 
Sisters as we face diminishment both in aging and 
numbers and are involved in an emerging futures 
process to bring our respective congregations to 
ful!lment. As we see our former ministries pass into 
the hands of PJP leaders – there is always the reality 
and the fear of the loss – loss of spirit, loss of heart 
and focus and loss of contact with what we have built 
for God’s mission.

Resources such as this, however, give us both heart 
and comfort – knowing that others are grasping the 
baton – are standing up and seeking ways to develop 
and nurture Presentation leadership and charism.

I would like to !nish with another poem. Poems 
capture the essence of what is happening in reality.   
"is poem entitled ‘One Day’ by David Whyte 
captures the feelings expressed in the Congress and 
also experienced in the hearts of Presentation Sisters 
in Australia.

One day we will say 
the gift we once had 
has been given.

!e place we have  
made for ourselves 
belongs to others, 

and the words 
we have sung 
are being sung  
by the ones we would want.

!en we will be ready  
for that voice and 
the still silence  
in which it arrives

And in faith, 
we’ll meet again 
on the road 
and we will be thirsty 
and stop, 
and laugh, 
and drink together again, 
from the deep well 
of things 
as they are.
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Teresa, known as Sr De Paul, 
ministered as a teacher for 

14 years at Wavell Heights, St 
Rita’s and Longreach, a pastoral 
worker for 5 years in Cleveland 
and as a manager of our Aged 
Care facility at Manly and then at 
Herston for 31 years.

It was Teresa’s older sister, 
Monica, that I was at St Rita’s 
with. Teresa entered the Novitiate 
a year after I did. My year and 
Teresa’s year broke the mould in 
that there were very large intakes 
to Manly novitiate to try out 
religious life.

 My recollections of her then 
was of a girl who placed her 
older brother, Paul, who had just 
entered the Carmelites, on the 
doorstep of heaven. I think that 
she would have liked to join the 
Carmelites as well.

I distinctly remember trying 
to assist her in making her 
out!t for becoming a white veil 
novice. I was not a sewer in those 
days but as a !rst-year novice 
I was expected to know such 
things. After we had cut out her 
garment, we realised that it was 
too tight and would not !t her. 
As well, in those days we did not 
wear body hugging clothes! 

Nothing daunted, I inserted these 
little diamonds of material at the 
waistline that enabled her to !t 
into it. Our Mistress of Novices 
had nine inexperienced sewers 
trying to make the out!ts for 
another ten Postulants which goes 
to show that nothing is impossible 
for those who love God!

Teresa was gifted artistically. 
When she was posted to St Rita’s 
College, she put her artistic 
talent to good use. I remember 
the bursar of the College at the 
time exclaiming that she had 
painted designs over the columns 
in her Art room just after he 
had the whole area painted. She 
wanted to put her touch on the 
area where she worked rather 
than have it just a boring, plain, 
muted white. "e bursar did not 
appreciate her artistic e$orts. "e 
designs stayed for quite a few 
years. She formed a very close 
relationship with some of her 
students over the years. She knew 
her own mind and certainly did 
her own thing. 

However, I would associate her 
mainly with her work at Manly 
where she cared for our sick and 
elderly Sisters. She cared for 
them in Nagle House in a very 
personal and loving manner. She 
was like a mother to them in 
their old age. Although our paths 
in life certainly parted, Teresa 
always asked after life at St Rita’s 
and was interested in what I was 
doing.

Teresa received her OAM in 
2010, her citation reading “For 
service to Aged Care at Nagle 
House Manly, to the local 
community and to Charitable 
organisations.”

Nagle House moved to Herston 
where her role continued in 
caring for the elderly Sisters. 
Eventually, she joined their 
numbers as a sick and elderly 
Sister herself. My memories of 

her are of a very practical woman, 
down to earth but saintly as well.

Her !nal days were lived in the 
place where she had looked after 
others so well. She su$ered with 
cancer without complaining and 
with courage towards the end of 
her days. I am sure that she was 
ready to meet her God.

Vale Teresa Geraghty 
PBVM OAM
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Some people and objects have been in the College 
for a long, long time. I am one person and 

the cake knife is one object. Evidently, in 1995 a 
cake knife was either gifted to Xaverians 8 or they 
bought one to cut their birthday cakes on the special 
occasions.

Judith Edwards began at the College in 1999 but 
took maternity leave shortly after that. When she 
returned in 2002 she was appointed to X8, Christine 
Rotolone’s ( nee Corvaia) House Group. By this time, 

the gift knife was in operation. Judith lovingly writes:

“A few years after this I was appointed as Yr 8 Co-
ordinator and around 2007 I relinquished X8 to 
Melissa Favero/Larssen but continued to keep a close 
eye on the knife, ensuring it always remained with X8 
and didn’t get lost

When the new houses came into existence in 2014 
I was no longer required to be Yr 8 co-ordinator 
and X8 ceased to exist.&& I moved to Hogan House 
and lovingly rehomed the cake knife to my new HG 
which is Hogan 4.& So, the cake knife moved from 
Red to Pink, from Xaverians to Hogan, and from 8 
to 4.

It has remained in our care and is enjoyed and 
cherished by Hogan 4.& We often wonder about 
Brianna, Kate, Sally and Zelda and wish them well 
– they should know that the knife has continued to 
cut many happy birthday cakes but for Hogan House 
now.”

Class of 1975 past student, Professor Louise 
Hickson AM, has been recognized in the 

Queen’s Birthday Honours List.  Professor Hickson 
is recognized internationally as a leader in audiology 
and has been appointed a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) for her signi!cant service to tertiary 
education and audiology associations.  Professor 
Hickson is current Associate Dean (External 
Engagement) for the Faculty of Health and 
Behavioural Sciences, and has completed ground-
breaking work on the e$ects of hearing impairment 
on people’s everyday lives, and strategies and 
interventions to help improve the uptake of hearing 
rehabilitation.  Congratulations Louise.

Congratulations

The Cake Knife

7ST RITAS COLLEGE ALUMNAE2022 JUNE NEWSLETTER
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1964 was a signi!cant year in Queensland Education 
as it had been decided that Scholarship, the !nal year 
of Primary school, would be re-allocated and be the 
!rst year of Secondary School. So in 1964 there was 
a double intake into Secondary Schools and St Ritas 
College Clay!eld prepared for this revolution with 
new classrooms, new science rooms and a general 
makeover for a new era in Education.

1964 was the year Suzanne Graham became a 
secondary student in year 8 at St Ritas. "ere was 
also a batch of newly minted teachers (20 to 23 years 
old) who joined the sta$ and began the journey with 
the year 8 students who seemed too young for High 
School. But together we faced the new age with 
enthusiasm and courage.

"e homeroom for the students became a base for 
them and their chosen teacher. As a homeroom 
teacher I taught English, Religion, History and a 
Language to this group of students. Science, Maths 
art and Music were taught by the specialist teachers.

"is arrangement meant that pastoral care was a high 
priority for the homeroom teacher. It was in this 
environment that I !rst met Suzanne Graham. 

Suzanne’s Daughter, Caitlin wrote in her Obituary:

Suzanne Graham (Sue) was a mother, grandmother, 
and part of a caring community of friends-that-are-
family. She passed away in her sleep at her Portland, 
Oregon home on March 5, 2022 after a brave battle 
with breast cancer which originally began back in 
2000. She is survived by her children, Caitlin and 

�����%�7MKRM½GERX�=IEV�MR�
Queensland Education
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Gavin Bristol, and her two 
grandchildren, Isla and Owen 
Naar.

Sue was born and raised 
in Queensland Australia, 
daughter of Muriel and Cecil 
Graham. She excelled at 
school at St. Rita’s where she 
met lifelong friends and her 
love of literature was ignited. 
A plaque on the Board of 
Honor is still erected at the 
school with Sue’s name, where 

in 1968 she was awarded all three school honors (Prix 
D’Honneur, College Captain, College Dux). She 
remains one of only two students to have received 
all three honors in the same year. After St. Rita’s she 
continued her studies at University of Queensland for 
her Bachelors and Masters. Upon graduation from 
the University of Queensland she was awarded the 
prestigious Commonwealth Scholarship, providing 
complete funds to study for four years in the UK. 
She studied for her PhD in English Literature, 
specializing on James Joyce, at Queen Mary’s College, 
University of London. Following her time in London 
she moved to Portland, Oregon where she had her 
two children and a successful career in PR and 
Communications.

While she loved the beauty of Oregon, it was only 
a jumping o$ base for her world travels. "ose who 

knew Sue well knew she was always wrapped up 
in planning and plotting the next trip – from an 
Amazon river cruise to an African safari to visiting 
old ruins across Europe (the older the better!). In 
her later years she took up photography as a hobby, 
documenting her trips, and even winning an award 
in a travel magazine. In addition to photographer she 
was also an incredibly talented poet, with volumes of 
wonderful poems that her children and friends will 
continue to enjoy for years to come. &

In 2018 Suzanne returned to St Ritas for the class of 
1968, 50 year reunion. As Head girl she addressed 
her peers for the last time.

Suzanne, like the surfer in Judith Wright’s poem !e 
Surfer

thrust her joy against the weight of 
the sea; 
climbed through, slid under those 
long banks of foam--- 
(hawthorn hedges in spring, thorns 
in the face stinging).
How her brown strength drove 
through the hollow and coil 
of green-through weirs of water!
Muscle of arm thrust down long 
muscle of water; 
and swimming so, went out of sight 
where mortal, masterful, frail, the 
gulls went wheeling 
in air as she in water, with delight.

"e metaphor in this poem of !e Surfer facing 
life with joy and prepared for the tough things in 
everyday life aware of our mortality is how Suzanne 
lived and for this I admire her. 

Veronica Cruice Coughlan
(student 1948-1960 and Teacher 1964 -1972)
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St Rita's College

Memorial Mass

Around the colle!e

We remember our students and staff 
who passed away during their time at  
St Rita’s College:
Sr Imelda Turner, Sr Anita Quinn, Patricia Marilyn 
Edwards, Michele Milne, Mr Peter Smith, Fr Bill 
McCarthy, Mr Daniel Miers.

Carmel Francis Guthrie, Judith Desailly, Corinne 
Margaret Ellen Baker, Anne-Maria Mooney, Janice 
Albury, Marie Pereira, Melissa Tribe, Michelle Smith, 
Anna Clark, Jennifer Clark, Mary Mongan, Lauren 
Dooley.

We remember those members of the 
College community, known to us, who 
have passed away in the year since we 
last celebrated our Memorial Mass:
Katherine Chiapello (1993), Teresa Geraghty Sr De 
Paul (1958), Suzanne Graham (1968), Carmel Healy 
(1957), Maureen Long (née Hitchcock) (1959), 
Julie Rowen (née Haigh) (1978) , Denise Voltz (née 
Williamson) (1962)

This year, we especially remember those 
students, known to us, who have passed 
away from the Classes of 1932, 1942, 
1952, 1962, 1972, 1982, 1992, 2002 
and 2012:
Peggy Mannion (1932), Paula O'Rourke (1962), 
Carmel Rainbow (née Johnson) (1962), Edwina 
Shuttlewood (1962), Glenda Uterridge (1962), 
Denise Voltz (née Williamson) (1962), Leanne Fell 
(1972), Sharon Hole (1972), Paula Heap (1972), 
Donna Cowley (née Persch) (1972), Margaret 
McSwiggan (née Marnane) (1972), Margaret 
Callaghan (née McGahan) (1972), Lynette 
Coquerand (née Kelso) (1972), Marie Pereira (1972)
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Around the colle!e Mother Daughter Dinner
Saturday 21st May saw over 

800 of the St Rita’s school 
community join together to 
celebrate our annual Mother 
Daughter Dinner.  A fabulous 
night held at the RNA 
Convention centre, mothers, 
aunties, grandmothers and 
caregivers joined together in 
celebrating the special bonds 
that exist between them and 
their daughters, nieces and 
granddaughters.  Attendees had 
a great time catching up with 
friends, eating and dancing.
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Parents and friends enjoyed a ‘European’ style 
long lunch along one long table across the #at at 
the annual ‘Longest Lunch’.  Held as a fundraiser 
for the Music Support Group, guests relished the 
opportunity to spend time with friends, chatting, 
eating and listening to music.  A great afternoon was 
had by all.

Longest 
Lunch

Open 
       Day

Years 5-12

Enquiries: enrol@stritas.qld.edu.au

St Rita’s College
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Open 
       Day

Years 5-12

Enquiries: enrol@stritas.qld.edu.au

St Rita’s College

Stanley
Hall
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S!e"i#$ %ea&'r(s

Stanley
Hall
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Primary
Area
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On Friday 20th May, all students gathered together 
for the St Rita’s Day annual ‘House Heroics – Hoots 
and Hiccups’.  Students from each house group 
embraced a theme for example Xaverians dressed and 
danced to all things from the movies.  Eriene was 

!lled with students dressed in colourful costumes, 
eager to perform their dances.  Congratulations to 
Marian House who took out the title of HHHH 
Champions for 2022.

House Heroics
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When:   Friday 26 August 2002
Where:   Ruggers Restaurant 
 103 Crosby Road, Albtion

Time: 11.45am

Cost: $70 Lunch 
 (Inc One complimentary drink and  
� ½RKIV�JSSH�SR�EVVMZEP

RSVP: 5 August 2022

Enquiries: Lynne Buglar 
 Ph 0438 893 450

Reunions
���=IEV�6IYRMSR
Class of 1968-1972


