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Reconnect with 
Rita's
Virtute is your biannual alumnae 
magazine. If you have an idea for an 
article, past student profile or photo you 
think should be considered please 
email your suggestion to 
alumnae@stritas.qld.edu.au.
Ensure you stay up to date with Alumnae 
news and events by contacting us with 
your updated details.

Update your details online at 
www.stritas.qld.edu.au or email 
alumnae@stritas.qld.edu.au or 
phone (07) 3862 1615.

Inside this  
Issue of Virtute ...P R I N C I P A L ' S P R I N C I P A L ' S 

R E P O R TR E P O R T
I would like to share a quote from 

Pope Francis which I believe sums 
up our pillar of Hope for 2020. 

"Young people are not meant to 
become discouraged; they are meant 
to dream great things, to seek vast 
horizons, to aim higher, to take on 
the world, to accept challenges and 
to offer the best of themselves to the 
building of something better. That is 
why I constantly urge young people 
not to let themselves be robbed of 
hope."  
(Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, 2019)

2020 has been a challenging year 
for many reasons. The students, 
staff and parents have shown great 
resilience throughout this year. As 
I write this article the Year 12 girls 
have commenced their first external 
exam. I feel confident that the girls 
are well prepared, and they will 
respond to the challenge in front of 
them.  They sit these exams in the 
new Trinity Centre in a far more 
comfortable environment with air 

conditioning and a quieter space. 
This group of Year 12 girls have been 
very impressive in the way they have 
coped with so much change over 
the course of their education. These 
girls were the first prep group in 
Queensland and now the first group 
to experience external exams in 
Queensland for many decades. At all 
times they have taken these changes 
in their stride and have made the 
best of every situation.  I know they 
will be stronger for it and the way 
they have led our community this 
year has shown that resilience is a 
major factor in wellbeing. 
As a College we have had to 
adapt and find new ways of 
communicating and staying 
connected. We have run virtual 
meetings for many of our traditional 
face to face meetings. We have had 
parent/student/teacher nights run 
via zoom, as well as subject selection 
and even orientation. I am most 
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What a 

strange 
year 2020 
has been. 
Our world 
has been 
turned on 
its head by 
this Covid 
virus. It has 
certainly 

made us stop and take stock of 
what we hold as important. Our 
world has experienced various 
plagues – the black plague, the 
bubonic plague and now Covid 
19. Today, we think that we are 
the masters of our world with its 
advanced technology, but this little 
virus has shown us just how small 
we are in the order of things.

It has certainly brought out the 
best in people. We read of inspiring 
acts of assistance in various parts 
of the world. So far, Queensland 
has been spared the many tragedies 
that others have suffered. Please 
God, it will remain so. St Rita’s 
has not really been affected to any 
great extent. Some events have been 
cancelled; some have been modified 
to deal with our friend Covid 19.  
Life seems to go on much as normal 
with its highs and lows.

Initially, September seemed so far 
away when we were told that this 
virus would be with us until then. 
Now, I think we will just have to 
learn to live with it like we do with 
the flu. 

This term, my task has been to 
digitalise the Archives. It has 
certainly been an interesting 
foray into the past. There was one 
photograph of Stanley Hall that 

I have attached and the writing 
on the back of it was written on 
the very day that Stanley Hall was 
purchased from E G Blume. It was 
written 94 years ago. I have now 
moved on to archiving photos of 
the early students.

Girls will be girls! I say this as 
one photo dates to about the late 
1920s. It is of a group of girls, most 
probably boarders, in their uniforms. 
But what caught my eye was how 
many of them wore the belt to their 
tunic. What was the fashion of the 
day? Yes, you guessed it; their belts 
were not at their waist but down on 
their hips just like the flappers wore 
theirs. I wonder what the Sisters of 
that period thought or said.

I am now up to the 1950s. It was 
good to hear from the various 
alumnae when asked if they could 
name the girls in the various 
photos. It certainly brings back 
many memories. I am very grateful 
for all the assistance. So much 
has occurred in these 94 years. I 
often wonder what the students of 
yesteryear would want to tell the 
students of today.

My office is filled with bundles 
of photos that are in the decades 
and then the years that comprise 
our history. It is surprising how 
many photos we do have when 
photography was not all that 
common as it is today. I still need 
to examine the change in the 
buildings from the first beautiful 
room in Stanley Hall that was at 
College to the many areas and stairs 
that we have today. 

Despite the growth and many 
changes that exist in the 94 years of 
our existence, there are some areas 

that are common. The uniform has 
become more standardised today. 
However, way back in the 1926 or 
1927 the rudiments were there. In 
the 1960s I vividly remember the 
emphasis on the correct length. 
Today, that does not seem to be an 
issue.

Buildings have certainly changed 
in their function and have 
mushroomed. Where the Sacred 
Heart Centre now proudly stands, 
I remember, as a young student, 
sitting in my tree to study when 
exams were near.

There was always a chapel. Once it 
was the “drawing room” of Stanley 
Hall. We were encouraged to “make 
a visit” during our lunch break to 
say “hello’’ to Jesus which many of 
us did. Then in 1968 we had our 
special chapel built. It was often 
used for weddings of our alumnae. 
Today, the Blessed Sacrament is 
no longer kept there; it does not 
seem to be used as often in today’s 
culture. As the school has grown, 
only one form would fit there so 
now Eirene is used for whole school 
functions. Eirene is the Greek word 
for peace, so it has become our hall 
of peace.

The students of today still have 
that resilience, that spirit of 
determination that made our 
College what it is. There is still 
that spirit of cooperation, of 
togetherness that Covid has not 
destroyed. Let us continue to march 
forward as Christian people into the 
future to make our world a better 
place because we have been here.

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron

Sr Elvera Sesta
Patron

PATRON’S REPORT
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Mrs Dale Morrow
Principal

grateful that all parties have 
embraced this technology and 
kept our connections strong. I 
am sure we will find new ways 
of working as a result of this 
pandemic. 

Our theme of Hope has been 
most pertinent this year as the 
world struggles with division 
and uncertainty.  As a Catholic 

community it is important that we continue to respect 
the dignity of all people and to look for ways to 
connect with those most marginalized.  There have 
been some marvelous examples of this happening 
throughout the year with girls writing letters to elderly 
people, one family responding to people losing their 
homes in the bushfires by raising money and building 
a house to assist their recovery and then many acts of 
kindness within our families and the wider community. 

St Rita’s continues to build on the legacy of the 
Presentation Sisters as we strive to live out our motto 
"Action Not Words".  I would also like to thank the 
Alumnae for your continued support of a scholarship 
for a student who otherwise would be unable to attend 
this College. I look forward to 2021 as we look for 
ways to connect in meaningful ways. May God bless 
you and your families. 

God Bless
Mrs Dale Morrow

Principal

...continued from cover

What an interesting year 2020 has turned out to 
be.  The changes we have faced in all aspects 

of our lives, I believe have united us.  Although the 
word ‘pandemic’ is one I never thought I would use 
when referring to the present, words like ‘grateful’ 
and ‘adjustments’ are positive additions to my daily 
vocabulary.  Thankfully with the grace of God, we 
have managed and adjusted our lives to work and 
live through the changes we have been faced with.  
This unprecedented time has taught us to enjoy 
the simple moments that are often swept up by the 

business of everyday life.  My only wish is that some 
of the changes we have had to make during Covid 
stay with us as we start 2021.   As we approach 2021, 
I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas, and 
a Happy and Safe New Year.

Anna Martini

Message from the 
President.
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It was a wonderful opportunity on Saturday 17 
October for members of the St Rita’s College 

community to get out and enjoy the annual 
College Race Day.  The day was a huge success, 
supported by a large number of parents and 
businesses that captured the spirit that St Rita’s is 
well loved for.  From being guest speakers on the 
day to providing raffle, lucky door, fashion and 
auction prizes the organisation that went into 
the event was vast and could not have happened 
without the generosity of parents volunteering 
their time.  Although being in a Covid world 
meant that attendees were required to be seated 
for food service everyone was thrilled to get 
dressed up and enjoy the event while mingling 
with other members of the school community.  

St Rita's College

St Rita’s College Race Day

What's Happening Around
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St Rita's College
London Calls for St Rita’s 
students

Hard work as paid off for two St Rita’s students 
who have been offered a place at the prestigious 

University of the Arts London.  Ella Egglestone and 
Elizabeth Seccombe start their studies abroad in 
October 2021.

“I’ve had my heart set on UAL for a while now so it 
is extremely rewarding to be given this opportunity” 
Ella said.  Ella will be studying a Bachelor of Fashion 
Buying and Merchandising with ambitions to 
becoming a buyer for a leading department store.  
‘This process has shown me it’s so important to focus 
on your strengths and follow your passions’, Ella said.

Elizabeth was accepted into the International 
Preparation of Fashion course and hopes to one day 
design her own label.  ‘As I started to research, it 
became clear that UAL is one of the best schools, but 
I never really thought it was possible’, she said.  ‘I 
decided to go for it.  I didn’t want to be left thinking, 
what if?’  

St Rita’s Deputy Principal Maree Trims said it was 
a true triumph in what had been a challenging 
year for senior students.  ‘Ella and Beth have long 
shown a strong aptitude for creativity and design’, 
she said. "Their potential and aspirations have been 
enthusiastically nurtured by our teaching staff and the 
achievement of the girls is testament to the education 
partnership between teachers and students that we 
encourage at St Rita’s".  

UAL is ranked top two in the world for Art and 
Design.

Chloe Wilshire
Journalist from My Village News
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St Rita’s College has been 
named as one of Australia’s 

most innovative schools in a recent 
report by The Educator magazine. 
Recognised for two new initiatives, 
its Graduate Teacher Network and 
Study Skills program, St Rita’s was 
chosen as one of 50 schools across 
the country who are collectively 
shaping the future of education. 
Deputy Principal of Studies, Mrs 
Maree Trims, launched the Graduate 
Teacher Network with the aim of 
closing the networking gap caused 
by COVID-19 during the online 
learning period earlier this year. Mrs 
Trims said the network had proved 
immensely beneficial in allowing 
graduate teachers to connect with 

their peers, with nearly 20 graduate 
teachers from Catholic girls’ schools 
coming together on a regular basis. 
“Sharing resources and having the 
ability to reach out to colleagues 
who are in similar career situations 
isn’t new in the workforce, but 
the graduate teacher area had 
been overlooked and was seen as 
a critical lifeline for these staff, 
particularly at a time where they 
were facing uncharted territory with 
classroom delivery,” she said. “We 
are hoping to continue developing 
the College as a workplace at 
which graduate teachers can 
improve professionally as informed 
and capable professionals.” Also 
recognised by The Educator was 

the College’s Study Skills program, 
providing students with crucial 
lifelong skills in time management, 
organisation, motivation, focus and 
goal setting, as well as fundamental 
reading and writing practices. Head 
of Study Skills, Ms Amanda Wallas, 
said the program was informed 
by pedagogical research, using 
data from analytics and test results 
to refine processes and optimise 
delivery. “Actively shifting away from 
the traditional notion of the teacher 
as the fount of all knowledge, Study 
Skills instils the confidence in 
students to empower and develop 
their own learning strategies,” Ms 
Wallas said.

St Rita’s announced one of 
the Country’s Most Innovative 
Schools

Marlene Watson
VALE Sister Marlene Watson (nee’ Lawrence and Sr 

Mary Euphrasia).  Marlene passed away on 5 October 
after a short illness at the age of 83.  Marlene was born at 
Pomona and won a scholarship to St Rita’s in the 1940s. She 
spoke very fondly of her time as a student at the College and 
became a Presentation Sister on leaving school before deciding 
to leave the Order and become a teacher - a career which she 
was devoted to her whole life. Marlene was very proud of 
her Aboriginal heritage and worked closely with Indigenous 
children in New South Wales and the Australian Capital 
Territory in particular.  May she rest eternally in God’s loving 
peace.
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Ella and Ruby Through to UN 
Youth Voice National Finals

Two Year 8 students, Ella Chambers and Ruby 
Skyring, have qualified for the National finals 

in the United Nations Youth Voice Competition. 
This is the UN Youth’s flagship speaking competition 
for Years 7-10. Ella and Ruby competed in the 
junior section (Years 7-8) against eight others from 
across Queensland. This year the competition was 
through a virtual platform due to COVID-19. Ella 
and Ruby presented a four minute speech with 
tangible solutions to complications surrounding their 
topic and responded to questions from the panel 
of adjudicators. Ella argued ‘What can be done to 
prevent the disproportionate amounts of Indigenous 
Australians in incarceration’. Ruby argued ‘How 
can domestic violence be prevented in Australia’. 
Both Ella and Ruby were successful in the State 
competition and progress as two of the five Junior 

representatives for Queensland at the National 
Conference scheduled in early 2021. Both students 
are to be congratulated on their achievement. Well 
done.

This year’s student leaders’ artwork, designed by 
Jordan Bennett, was inspired by the Pillar for 2020: 

Hope. “a light to those in darkness” [Romans 2:19b]. 
The Pillar of Hope reminds the community of St Rita’s 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus throughout her life, 
with all its difficulties and suffering. It is an example that 

hope in God can sustain us through the most difficult 
of times and seemingly impossible of cases. Hope, as a 
virtue, is  the desire and search for a future good, difficult 
but not impossible to attain with God’s help “and 
endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope”. [Romans 5:4]

2020 focus Pillar
Year of Hope the Country’s Most Innovative Schools
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Shout out to…

Congratulations to past pupil Louise Evans 
who in 2020 received the following awards; 

Centre for Volunteering 2020 Awards and Adult 
Volunteer of the Year (Sydney mid-West).  Louise 
single handily created, launched and managed 
the highly successful Women in Sport Photo 
Action Awards #WISPAA, to help change media 
and public perceptions about women in sport.  
Through Louise’s tireless volunteering work, 
#WISPAA received widespread acknowledgement 
around Australia and evolved into a National 
Touring Exhibition.  Louise also volunteered as 
the Communications Director and Mentor for 
five years to Women Sport Australia (WSA), the 
nationally not-for-profit advocacy body for women 
in sport.  Louise’s efforts have not gone unnoticed 
with Louise being awarded an OAM in last year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours list.  

Congratulations to past pupil Annabel McKay 
who is one of four finalists nominated for the 

2021 Young Australian of the Year award.  Annabel 
has been the recipient of a number of awards since 
leaving St Rita’s in 2008.  Trained and working as a 
nurse, Annabel has been recognised for delivering 
an outstanding level of compassion and care.  She 
divides her time between caring for vulnerable 
cancer patients and educating aspiring practitioners 
at the University of Southern Queensland.  The 
youngest full-time academic in the School of 
Nursing and Midwifery, Annabel has already made 
remarkable achievements in nursing education, 
despite a daily struggle with profound deafness.  
She was recently selected by the Head of School 
to supervise a dozen students undertaking their 
professional placement in Vietnam.  Annabel also 
takes annual leave from her role to volunteer in 
Cambodia where she educates and upskills local 
staff.  Annabel has received the Pride of Australia 
Medal for Care and Compassion; Australian Nurse 
of the Year and the Professor Catherine Turner 
Medal for Excellence in Nursing.

Louise Evans 
1972-1979

Annabel McKay  
(nee’ Pike) 1979-2008
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Date: Thursday 25th March 2021

Time:  6.00pm - 8.30pm

Where: Trinity Centre, St Rita’s College

Save the Date…

Trinity Honour Board Unveiling
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Congratulations to Daniella Fensom College Captain, and  
Eloise Daly and Carmen Catalano College Vice Captains for 2021.

College Captains
Congratulations
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I have been with the 
Department of Defence in 

Canberra for over ten years, 
with previous corporate roles at 
Qantas and Telstra. Working for 
the Department of Defence has 
provided me with a wealth of 
experience – from leading major 
reforms projects, delivering a 
communication program and 
working with many different 
aspects of the military. In March, 
this year I was appointed the 
Defence People Group Liaison 
for the Defence COVID-19 
taskforce (TF) stood up in early 
March 2020 to respond to the 
emerging crisis the pandemic 
had created within Australia.  It 
was a very challenging role that 
required long hours supporting 
the Australian Defence Force 
and the broader Australian 
community. 

The TF gave me the opportunity 
to work as an enabler to a 
military operation. I found this 
a unique experience. It was also 
challenging for a non-military 
person to question ideas that 
were often being suggested by 
Military personnel far senior to 
myself. I often had to liaise with 
the Defence Senior Leadership 
Group about a significant issue 
that may garner media interest, 
or I would need to jump on the 
phones and contact Defence 
personnel stranded overseas or 
in quarantine to provide HR 
support.  Being flexible, agile 
and responsive was the key in the 
space and upon reflection it was 
often the action not the words 
that assisted in this time.

It was impressive to watch the 
military deliver critical support 

to the Australian community, 
but it was also comforting to 
see the level of empathy and 
sympathy that was delivered 
behind the scenes to Defence 
members, Defence civilians and 
also the general public. It was also 
rewarding to watch entire groups 
and service mobilise for the good 
of the Australian people and also 
to support our pacific neighbours 
in humanitarian efforts. 

Off the back of the bush fire 
this has been a big year for 
Defence and its personnel but 
it is encouraging as a citizen 
of Australia to know there is a 
strong department filled with 
amazing people supporting us in 
some of our darkest times. 

Claudia Cannon
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Charlotte McMillan 
(nee Douglas)

From the humbled halls of St 
Rita’s to becoming a London 

lawyer and running her own 
business, Charlotte McMillian is 
one of the true success stories from 
Heaven on a Hill. 

Charlotte fondly remembers her 
time at St Rita’s being filled with 
lifelong friends, performing in the 
school musical and excelling at art 
in years nine and ten. Her final 
years were focused on her Maths 
and Science grades to get her a high 
enough score to study Arts and Law 
at UQ. 

Upon acceptance into her course, 
Charlotte was more excited for her 
Arts portion of her degree as she 
wanted to rediscover interests she 
missed out on in her senior years, 
such as history, art history and 
politics. She said, “but the Law 
grew on me, certainly towards the 
end when I discovered a particular 
interest in intellectual property law, 
including copyright. It seemed to 
bring together my interests in the 

creative fields and the Law and has 
become a thread in my career, both 
in Brisbane and in London.”

After graduating UQ and having 
worked as a solicitor for Phillips 
Fox (now DLA Piper), she had 
always dreamed of spending time in 
Europe. Charlotte took the plunge 
and said the rest is history. She met 
her now husband at the firm she 
was working at and was married a 
few years later. Charlotte said, “I 
had always intended to move back 
to Brisbane, but my story in that 
respect took a different turn. We 
had three children, all boys, twins 
who are now 14 and a 12 year old” 
(pictured). 

After having children, she moved 
out of private practice Law into 
senior inhouse roles in media 
and tech companies, including 
the TV and broadband provider 
Virgin Media and Channel Four 
Television.

Currently, Charlotte is running her 
own business Storychest, a private 

digital scrapbook for families. “The 
idea for Storychest developed out 
of my own desire to have a place 
to capture all the stories that make 
up people’s lives and to share them 
privately with those closest to 
them.” 

While she grows her company, 
Charlotte is still working as a 
lawyer and consulting at TikTok, 
working on brand collaborations, 
hashtag challenge, copyrighting 
matters and much more. “It’s kept 
me on my toes, although I have 
to confess to not being much of 
a ‘TikToker’ myself. I figure with 
three teenagers/ pre-teens in the 
house, we’re probably contributing 
enough to its success.” 

Even though she is a 22-hour flight 
away, Charlotte said that St Rita’s 
will always occupy a warm place in 
her heart.

Kate McGrath Burgess 
Writer at St Rita's Alumnae
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Where do I begin? 

Let’s return to a summer’s 
morning in 1949, peeling back the 
layers of years between that happy 
day and my eighty-third birthday 
in October 2020. 

The downstairs veranda of the 
original St Rita’s brick building. 
“Are you a boarder or a day 
scholar?” asked Lorraine. 

“A day scholar.” Lorraine Rees, 
now Lorraine Cooper and still in 
touch with me across the “ditch” 
that we irreverently call the 
Tasman Sea separating us from 
our sister country, New Zealand. 
Lorraine was, and continues to be, 
friendly, caring, polite, and utterly 
delightful. On   this particular day, 
she was being her own lovely self 
and extending a warm welcome to 
a timid new girl. Fresh from the 
horrors of my local Catholic school 
in a riverside suburb, I thought I 
had died and gone to heaven. 

Such was to be my experience of St 
Rita’s for the next six blissful years. 
Oh, there were glitches, to be sure. 
Nothing is ever perfect in this life. 
As an example, St Rita’s at that 
time was still a very young school, 
a school with dedicated teachers, 
but with some of them distinctly 
under-qualified in comparison 
with the more established Catholic 
schools. Yet, despite this, I still 
flourished academically, gaining, 
by some miracle, the unheard 
of Junior pass of nine “A’s”. In 
contrast, music was another and 
a much sadder story, a story of 
struggle that was to cast a dark 
shadow over the whole of my 
subsequent life. 

Milestone number two. November 

1954. Eight of us senior students 
standing on the convent veranda 
crying our eyes out as we farewelled 
our beloved school and the dear 
sisters who had given their all 
for us, despite their individual 
limitations. For, what we may 
have lacked in some subject areas 
was balanced by the intangibles of 
love, care, personal concern, and 
the encouragement of a thirst for 
knowledge, all of these attributes 
being coupled with an essential 
integrity which stayed with most of 
us for a lifetime. 

Milestones followed randomly, as 
they must.  Piano lessons with a 
new, good teacher.  My BA from 
Queensland University, followed 
by my marriage in 1961 to a fellow 
music student, Denis Hoey. Years 
of advanced piano study, heartache 
and eventual success, as together 
we carved out successful careers 
in music, each pursuing different 
but complementary musical paths 
within the strictures of a local 
culture which at that time was 
distinctly inimical to anything that 
wasn’t cars or footy. 

Next, three difficult but profitable 
years of further study in England, 
after our Conservatorium 
qualifications. Then a return to a 
greatly improved cultural situation 
and finally, stable positions in 
music education, Church music, 
conducting and composition for 
Denis, and for myself, teaching, 
Church music, performing, 
examining, adjudicating. Oh, and 
don’t forget the four adorable sons 
born to us within five years of this 
frenetic activity on both sides of the 
globe.   Indeed, our fourth son was 
born in England just three months 

after our arrival there, much to 
the horror of my mother and my 
mother- in- law who wondered 
how on earth anyone could safely 
have a baby so far from home!  
They must have supposed that 
English mothers somehow calved, 
just like whales. 

Other milestones? Finally meeting 
with a brilliant piano teacher who 
set me on the path towards an 
eventual twenty-five years of very 
satisfying public performance, 
enabling me to fulfill my childhood 
dream of being a serious pianist. All 
of this at the ripe old age of fifty.  

November 1991.  My first 
performance of a very difficult 
Mozart piano concerto with 
orchestra.  After the last note had 
faded into silence in the concert 
hall, I was so excited that I was 
stuck to the ceiling for a week. 
Ten other concerto performances 
with orchestra followed.  Then 
years of solo, duo and concerto 
performances, together with the 
adoption of a second instrument, 
namely cello, which I still play in 
the wonderful Brisbane Symphony 
Orchestra.

Adding to this musical mix was the 
publication to date, of four books, 
two of them being crime novels 
with a music background. And my 
latest book, “She shall have Music” 
has found itself into the St Rita’s 
library, thanks to the kind efforts of 
Sister Elvera with whom for a year 
I happened to share a desk in the 
dim, far-distant days of grade six.

For whatever skills I may have 
acquired in writing, I have two 
gifted St Rita’s mentors to thank. 
Firstly, Sister Teresa Wood who 

Where are they now…
Juliet Hoey
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cared enough to take the time in the 
middle of teaching a combined six/
seven class to do a hatchet job on my 
pathetically juvenile essay. Red lines 
everywhere. Depressing at first glance, 
these kindly meant comments were 
filled with priceless hints on “how to 
write”, such gems being seeded like 
pearls throughout the humiliating 
corrections. The second mentor was 
the wise Sister Veronica in Senior, 

whose greatest strength in teaching 
was English. I can’t thank them both 
enough. 

At my present age, I know that I do 
not have all that many milestones 
ahead of me. However, when 
reflecting upon a difficult but richly 
rewarding career, I seem to discern 
within the haphazard tapestry, a 
consistent silver thread that weaves 
and twists its way through all the 

convolutions of a long, eventful life. 
And with pride and gratitude, I am 
happy to recognise that this tiny 
thread of hope, coherence, diligence 
-- and faith -- was first spun in the 
classrooms of the Alma Mater that we 
all love so much.   

For this, I thank you, St Rita’s.

Juliet (Weir) Hoey
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“How has our school motto 
Virtute Non Verbis been key to 

your success in life?”

That’s quite a tricky question 
for someone like me. My entire 
professional life of almost 30 
years has been dedicated to what 
I like to call “word-wrangling”: 
as a journalist, a communications 
consultant, and an author of two 
non-fiction books.

The truth is, I fell in love with 
words even before I could make 
much sense of them, when they 
were just hieroglyphics on the 
pages of picture books I chose 
during fortnightly visits to the 
Ashgrove library with my father 
and siblings.

Some of those books were almost 
as big as I was as a pre-schooler. 
And those mysterious shapes on 
the page? Even then, I suspected 
that if I could unlock their 
meanings, some powerful magic 
would unfurl.

I wasn’t wrong. Words have taken 
me from Brisbane to New York, 
as a foreign correspondent, and 
to Canberra, as a member of the 
Federal Press Gallery. They’ve 
put me on a couch opposite Tom 
Cruise, and on set with Hugh 
Jackman, across the dining table at 
a multi-Michelin-starred restaurant 
with an ebullient Gordon Ramsay 

and in a hotel room with Chris 
Isaak as he serenaded me on his 
guitar. (Calm down, I suspect it 
was his way of avoiding answering 
this reporter’s questions.)

It hasn’t all been glamorous. For 
me, some of the most rewarding 
journalistic work has also been the 
most challenging, even frightening. 
Trekking to a poverty-stricken 
fishing village in Indonesia, where 
crime syndicates would recruit 
naïve teenagers to take boatloads 
of asylum seekers to the distant 
Australian coastline. Or visiting the 
world’s largest brothel – a destitute 
Bangladeshi village entirely 
dedicated to sex work – to report 
on how Australians were helping 
women and girls there to liberate 
themselves against the odds.

And then there were the challenges 
of covering natural disasters: wading 
neck-deep in the evilsmelling 
overflow of the Brisbane River 
during the 2011 floods; scrambling 
through the smouldering wreckage 
of Robert de Castella’s home after 
the Canberra bushfires, as the 
world champion marathon runner 
desperately, tearfully searched for 
his missing dog.

I have no idea how many words 
I’ve written for publication over 
the years, but it would be well over 
a million.

So… amidst all of this Verbis, 
is there any room at all for the 
Virtute? Absolutely. In my 
professional approach, Action plays 
two critical roles.

Firstly, some the very best 
journalism occurs because we take 
action. During a natural disaster, 
take a look at the people running 

towards the danger, rather than 
away. As well as our courageous 
emergency personnel, you will likely 
spot journalists. They are there, too, 
on the frontlines of war, and in the 
aftermath of terrorist attacks.

It’s not always safe or easy, but it is 
always a privilege, taking action to 
construct what has been called the 
“first draft of history”.

Secondly, good writing inspires 
a response from the reader, 
whether it is empathy, a greater 
understanding, or even outrage – 
and then potentially action.

Consider this: when I began my 
career as a cadet at The Courier-
Mail in the early 1990s, domestic 
abuse and paedophilia were almost 
never publicly discussed, and sexual 
assault victims were often shamed 
and even blamed. Words helped 
blast those destructive stigmas and 
silences apart, and often triggered 
social and legislative change 
(although we still need more).

Witness the power of #MeToo.

So, please forgive me for being 
a newspaper journalist to the 
very end, and suggesting a minor 
subedit to our beloved school 
motto. “Action, Not Words”? How 
about Action And Words?

Because if we speak truth – to 
power, to each other and to 
ourselves – we sow the seeds of 
transformative action.

Christine Jackman’s latest book, 
Turning Down the Noise: the Quiet 
Power of Silence in a Busy World, 
was published in September 2020 by 
Murdoch Books.

Christine Jackman
Senior, 1986
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Where are they now…
Christine Jackman
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John joined the St Rita’s staff in 
1998 after a 17 year career across 

various positions including an 
HPE teacher and Director of Sport 
in schools and a Diving Coach 
for Australian Institute of Sport in 
Brisbane. In the beginning years at 
St Rita’s, while being the Director 
of Sport, he also taught Junior 
Maths and continued his love of 
teaching HPE. John remembers 
these early days as a much smaller 
St Rita’s where classes were more 
personalized; it felt like everyone 
knew each other. John finishes as 
Director of Sport after 23 years in 
this position.

Over the years at St Rita’s, John 
has seen many changes. The 
construction of an all weather 
multipurpose facility, Eirene 
Center, “was pure gold”. Improved 
and upgraded pool, leveling of 
“the flat” and the Sr Assumpta 
Pavilion and hardcourts made for 
good training and competition. 
This contributed to achieving great 
outcomes where teams could work 
hard and enjoy their sport with 
results above expectations. John 
accredits the talent ID program 
as a great way for students to find 
a sport/ activity that they were 
not aware of their potential or 
aptitude for and then going on to 
developing skills which have led 
to notable outcomes and rewards. 
He identifies this has assisted in 
the winning and higher standards 
for CaSSSA Swimming, Cross 
Country, Track and Field and 
Tennis.

As the school has grown to over 
1100 students, John upheld 
high standards for competition 
sport, support for his coaches 

and managers and the daily 
administration of the sporting 
cocurricular programs. The skills 
and knowledge and dedication 
from all staff have provided 
opportunities for choice for the 
students. John also acknowledges 
the support and dedication of 
numerous Alumnae who return 
and parents who are coaches and 
managers across a multitude of 
competition sports.

In retirement, John believes 
he will be very busy; balancing 
volunteering for social justice 
projects, golfing “still trying to 
improve” and reading. However, he 
admits he will never be too busy to 
follow the success of the “Brown 
& White” in future activities and 
events. In parting, “Good, better, 
best, never let it rest until your 
good is better and your better 
best. Be kind, enjoy your family, 
friends and interactions with 
others as you never know what life 
will throw at us – opportunities/ 
disappointments. Take them in 
your stride, look after your mates, 
there is nothing we can’t get 
through!”

Farewell Mr John Pendall.

Farewell John Pendall

1998 First staff photo

2020 Last staff photo
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The original white statue of St Rita was made 
in Italy, 1938. It is made from clay and fired 

in one piece. In later years, when it was repaired, 
the craftsman’s finger marks in the clay were 
discovered inside. St Rita has stood as a guide 
since those early years in various positions across 
the school. Initially, she adorned the Kennedy 
building in a high niche overlooking the campus 
for nearly 50 years. With the construction of the 
new Trinity building in 1982, she was relocated 
and stood welcoming students at the entrance 
of the Sacred Heart Centre. By the end of the 
1990s, due to deteriorating rusty supports she 
was relocated to a plinth returning her to the 
front of the Kennedy building. By the mid 
2000s further repairs were required. At this time 
and for the school’s diamond jubilee in 2006, 
a new bronze cast was commissioned from this 
original piece. The white clay statue was placed 
inside the entrance to the Sacred Heart Centre 
for protection. Another era of construction 
in 2018 had the original statue relocated to 
the ground level of the eastern stairwell of the 
Sacred Heart Centre. In 2020, St Rita had 
minor repairs and now welcomes visitors at 
the entrance to Stanley Hall. The bronze statue 
remains at the top of the drive inspiring the 
College to have Hope, be Courageous and act 
with Justice [St Rita’s Pillars].

Where is it now?
Statue of St Rita
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With the establishment of the Presentation 
Convent and St Rita’s College on Enderley 

Road, the entrance was recognized by the detailed 
arch and supporting columns. This arch was removed 
for access of machinery with construction of new 
buildings for the growing College. It was placed in 
storage and kept as an artefact in the archives. The 
2018 redesign and construction of the new Trinity 

center reconnected the community to this heritage. It 
is encased in the covered walkway between Kennedy 
and Presentation buildings and positioned to catch 
the light and cast a shadow. It inspires and engages the 
community to lead and act for a just world.

Entrance Gate
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